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Introduction 2
Education should be an empowering process thawvaland guides
people to develop their passion, critical thinkirigmpassion, and orientation
towards wisdom for timely action. More preciselg|fscultivation should be the
purpose of education. And maximizing lifelong sissxés the goal of education.
Education needs to change and move on with thegesaim technologies and the
attitude of mankind. These changes are reflectededncational institutions
through teaching and learning strategies. The yomngls are better tuned to
receive values for enriched life style for bothgmeral and societal living by their

teachers in school and higher education institgtion

Teachers must realize that they are responsiblshfaping not just
students but ignited youth who are the most poweesource under the earth, on
the earth and above the earth (Kalam, 2007). The¢iohNd Knowledge
Commission (NKC) of India has observed that teaxhmme the single most
important element of the school system, and thattgus already facing a severe
shortage of qualified and motivated school teactardifferent levels. In a
knowledge-driven society where information is havimcreasingly short shelf
life, it is important for teachers to focus on thager-term goals in preparing the
students for life, equipping them with more thafinike and rapidly obsolescent
body of knowledge, and developing their talentsunderstanding, applying and
creating knowledge, as well as their ability to stamtly refresh and upgrade their
knowledge. The aims of teaching are to effect pasithanges in the knowledge,
ability and mindset of the students. In such a agent is important to provide
effective teaching for the visually impaired whgtt against the challenges of the

modern society in using technology.
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Visual impairment is vision loss for a person tls a degree to
qualify as an additional support need through aisgant limitation of visual
capability resulting from either disease, traumangenital or degenerative
conditions that cannot be corrected by conventionahns such as refractive
correction or medication. Such functional loss @fion is typically defined to

manifest with

1. Best corrected visual acuity of less than 20/6Gigmificant central field
defect,

2. Significant peripheral field defect including honysmous or heteronymous
bilateral visual, field defect or generalized cantion or constriction of
field, or

3. Reduced peak contrast sensitivity with either efdbove conditions.

"A person is blind to the extent that he must gevalternative
technigues to do efficiently those things he wodt with sight if he had

normal vision"--Kenneth Jernigan

There are lot of visually challenged people inidgndiany of these
people choose teaching as their profession. Tmzaisly because they can do
much better in the teaching field than in any ofir@fession. By using speech-
to-text software and braille text books they makartteaching higher quality.
Though, they have their own limitations; in terms kmowledge, quality

gualification etc. Otherwise they stand equal \iid other normal teachers.

Nowadays with the help of government policies lkeviding them

scholarships and reservations they too are abteach the higher position of
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the society. 3% of all government jobs are now mexk for the visually
challenged people. Presently visually challengedtiers are working in both
general and higher education. For the enhancementisaally impaired
citizens of India, government provides better isfiracture like 3% of the

government jobs are reserved for them.

Facing students on the first day in school for &gcher can be
both exciting and anxious, more so when a visualtigllenged teacher stands
in front of a class of sighted students. How aeedtudents going to react and
respond? How will | be able to cope with them? Sare confident, some
nervous but it is a day they all look forward t@rSome it remains etched in

their memory.

School level education holds an important placthesocialization
process of every person. School education providleyabase in molding the
behavior, traits, etc. of each student. It is galherconsidered as the second
stage in the socialization process. As a resudtchimg in school level is a
complicated task for the teachers. Since this spage@des various foundations
for the personality of the students, teachers nebe careful and systematic in
teaching at this level. This help to create a mdgiroductive members in the

society.

Immediate educational emphasis and awareness nmest
administered to make paradigm shift in the visuatipaired educational arena
at the elementary, middle, and high school levelasato help them be as

proficient as their sighted peers in using techgwlorhis concept of “blind-
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accessible” when dealing with technology for yourtgldren needs to be
defined. There is difference between things thattachnically accessible and
things that are usable. Real equality demands duptoor service that is not
just accessible but efficiently usable and accéssiWhat suits a person with
some vision may not be of any use to someone whotadly impaired with
vision. Since the totally visually impaired perssmot able to understand the
surroundings by visuals signs, the mental proce$snavigating an
environment is affected by the fact that they amable to scan and gain any
idea from their surroundings. In the physical worldvigating from one place
to another means following a set of sequentialsst€pese kinds of sequential
steps are essential and must be adhered to, fokrmowledge acquisition of
the visually impaired person. In this, each stdjp¥es the last step carefully,

be it physical mobility or educational learning giiees

NEED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

With visual impairment face a lot of challengedj#stments are
required in teaching pupil with visual impairmeatensure a curriculum which
is delivered in both non visual and visual wayssudlly impaired teachers
find it very difficult to deal with the students both Integrated Schools and
Special Needs schools. Visually impaired teachax® to make extra mileage
in their teaching career since they shoulder a tgreaesponsibility of
competing with the sighted teachers as well makhmgr students become

competent.
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For the last four decades, the educational statughe visually
challenged people is on an increasing trend. Thdue to various efforts by
blind organizations and so on. People receivindgpdrigeducational degrees in
last four decades is comparatively higher than .eWidnis results in the
emergence of visually challenged teachers in varieuels of education from
school to universities. Apart from this, the ‘Persavith disability act’ (1995)
facilitate the appointment of teachers in governmeohools under its
provision of 3% reservation. Nevertheless, the gavents and over the years
did not pay much attention to provide specific liies for visually challenged

teachers to overcome their hurdles in teaching.

Different issues faced by physically challengedclers and
students in general and visually challenged teachad students in school
level had been one of the subject matter of stndsarious theses submitted in
different universities of the country. Bincy (201féy instance submitted her
thesis titled ‘higher order thinking versus higherder behavior: social
cognition and adjustment behavior of visually chiafed adolescents’ in
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University. This thesis udises the different
dimensions of the cognitive developments among Miseally challenged
adolescents. In other theses submitted by SimiCHacko (2015) entitled
‘Satisfaction and problems of special teachers @acling children with
autism” discusses the issues faced by teacherBingastudents with autism.

This thesis was submitted in Mahatma Gandhi Uniixens.

Rabia (2014) of Calicut University has submittezt kthesis titled

“Students perception on teacher efficacy of viguahallenged teachers at
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school level”. Another title worth mentioning is Beena (1996) “A study of
the critical analysis of the integrated educatiopedgrammes of visually
handicapped secondary school pupils in Kerala”.oAlthe works mentioned
above and various other studies in this area dsesugs themes from the
vantage points of students. This thesis on therapnt plans to offer an
analysis of the various problems faced by visuahlgallenged teachers at

school level.

Considering the importance of school educatiorpénson’s life,
various approaches were suggested by the edudapbiasophers. Among
them, the constructive approach is widely acceptedresent. However, in
order to use this approach effectively, the teachered to be trained and
conditioned accordingly. Their academic credentahsl teaching abilities
need to be updated with changing conditions inhiegcsector. They also
have to be equipped with new technologies to sthamg their teaching
caliber. To achieve these targets, governments atiebr educational
authorities are implementing various programs ag p# the ‘in-service’
courses of teachers. Nevertheless, in achieving sogrses and practicing the
new changes in teaching, the physically challertgadhers in general and the
visually challenged teachers in particular arerfgararious issues. This study

intents to analyse such issues in detail.

The above mentioned issues faced by visually ehgéid teachers at

school level are divided mainly into three areatodewing
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[A] Academic issues

Under this section, issues related to accessilufitext books, hand
books, and other materials provided by authorif@simproving teaching
gualities are included. It also deals with the peots faced by visually
challenged teachers in preparing lesson planshitggeaids and issues faced in
managing classroom while teaching. The the problémeed by visually
challenged teachers in accessing different in-serviraining such as,
computer training, refresher courses etc... are dgamll Since information
technology plays a vital role in today’s teachintige study also investigate
about the problems of visually challenged teacheraccessing and using
various technologies effectively in class room h#éag. The study looks at
various issues faced by visually challenged teacimenelping their colleagues

in administrative tasks, invigilation duties, etc.

[B] Non-academic issues

This section will attempt to investigate aboutivas personal
problems faced by visually challenged teacherss Tih¢ludes problems in
traveling to schools, co-operation of other teashattitude of other teachers,

etc.

[C] Administrative issues

This section will try to study about the approatradministration
towards the problems faced by visually challenggedtiers. All of these three
sections will attempt to study the individual atfgm of each teacher to

negotiate these problems. There are so many résst@dies conducted in the
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area of visual impairment but most of the mareteelao the problems of
visually challenged students. In this context, giisgdy becomes an important
work to investigate about different problems fad®d visually challenged
teachers at school level.

There have been many studies conducted on problacesl by
teachers. Through the findings we come to the cmmwh that every
individual have different type of problems diffetestages of school education
system in India. The present teacher educationesysfails to train
competitive teachers in general and visually chgksl in particular. At
present the existing teacher training system ptagineast role in developing
competitive teacher in general and visually chgézhin particular. There are
many studies conducted in Educational context. Boty few studies
conducted on visually challenged teachers probldrhs shows the lack of
knowledge or interest in the scenario who are dgalith the educational
system in our country. There had been no sericiesnpt made any one in
integrating the problems faced by visually chalkshgeachers at school level.
So present study highlight the problems faced Byally challenged teachers
at school level is significant, thus the importan€éhe study emerged.

Statement of the problem

‘PROBLEMS FACED BY THE VISUALLY CHALLENGED TEACHERS

AT SCHOOL LEVEL.”
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Definition of key terms

Visually challenged

A person is blind to the extent that he must dewadternative
techniques to do efficiently those things he wodibdwith sight if he had normal

vision (Jernigan, 1962)

Variables of the study
The variable selected for the proposed studyagptibblems of visually
challenged teachers at school level
Objectives of the study
1. To find out the academic problems faced by visudtigllenged teachers at
school level
2. To find out the non-academic problems faced byallgichallenged

teachers at school level

Hypotheses of the study

1. There will be various academic problems have fdgedsually challenged
teachers at school level
2. There will be different types of non- academic peofs faced by visually

challenged teachers at school level

M ethodology
Methodology is an important part of any reseastcialy, as it guides
the way to proceed. The methodology used for thegnt study is given briefly

under the following headings.
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Design of the study

Decisions regarding what, where, when, how muchvbgt means
concerning an inquiry or a research study constitesearch design. The research
design is the conceptual structure within whicheagsh is conducted. It
constitutes the blue print for the collection, megasent and analysis of data.
(Kothari,2004)

A research design is a blue print of the studycWwhis being
conducted by the researcher. It is a plan, stracamd strategy of investigation.

The researcher selected qualitative design fostilnay.

Sample selected for the study

The population considered for the present studyvisually
challenged teachers at school level in Kerala. Jthey will be carried out on a
sample of 60visually challenged teachers at sclenal from Malappuram and
Kozhikode, districts had taken as the true reprias®e sample for the studyhe

researcher used snowball sampling technique totgble samples for the study.

Toolsused for the study

A tool is the means by which data are collectedo® may be in
the form of questionnaire, a test, a rating scalaminventory A questionnaire is
defined as a systematic compilation of questioas &he administered to a sample

of population from which information is desired
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The investigator used semi structured interview tfee study to
collect relevant and accurate data from the selesaenple. The investigator used

open ended questionnaire for collect relevant data

Data collection procedure

Data collection is the actual process of collegtinformation that
the researcher wishes to study, analyse and ieterphe researcher had a good
experience in the process of data collection asetivere opportunities to meet

new people.

The examiner prepare the open ended questionsitiaview. He
approached the sample with these questionnaireseski the permission from the
school authority where the visually challenged hescworked. After getting
permission the researcher had conduct the interaed recorded the relevant

data.

Scope and limitation of the study

Scope of the study

The main focus of the present study was to fintckloe: academic

and non-academic problems faced by visually chgédrieachers at school level.

» This study was unique because it focused on tleel lexperiences related
to obtaining and maintaining employment from thespectives of the

visually impaired.
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* The results of this study may provide insight anahpote awareness of the
visually impaired population and the challengey taiecounter in relation
to teaching profession at school level.

» Employers and the public may gain a better undedstg of how to
provide support to the visually impaired teachers.

* The results may also reveal risk factors associattfdlow employment
rates among this population in teaching sector.

* The variable selected for the study is signifidgarthe present situation

* Results may be used to increase the level of fonicig and independence

of the visually impaired.

Limitation

Limitations are some controls or restrictions pregiuring the time
of the research study. It decided the boundarig¢seostudy even with the due

effort by the researcher. They are Limitations

* Qualitative studies usually involve a small sangi#e, which may be
consider as limitation because it may not be anrate representation of
the visually impaired population.

* Another limitation was my presence as the reseadieng the data
gathering process may have affected the partigpasponses. My
presence was unavoidable due to the nature ofjtialtative research
study.

* The study was done only in 2 districts in Kerala.

* The study was conducted with in limited periodiofd.
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» Only few variable like academic and non-academibjams was

investigated. No attempt was made to find out therovariables.

Organization of thereport

Chapter 1:

This chapter contains a brief introduction of tlelglem, need and significance of
the study, statement of the problem, definitiokey terms, variable, objectives,

methodology and scope and limitations of the study.

Chapter 2:

This chapter gives a theoretical overview of visaglairment and the review of

related studies related to them.

Chapter 3:

In this chapter, the investigator discusses thénaaketlogy of the study in detalil
with description of variable, objectives, tool ugeddata collection, sample

selected for the study, data collection proceduckdata analysis.

Chapter 4:

This chapter describes the analysis and interpoataf data, discussion,

comparison and suggestions.

Chapter 5:

This chapter contains summary of the study, edocatimplications of the study

and suggestions for further research area.
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Chapter I

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

e Conceptual over view of visual impairment
* Review of related studies problems of visually impgeed persons

* Review of related studies problems faced by teacher
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REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE

Introduction

Koul (2008) a careful review of the research jalsn books,
dissertations, Theses and other sources of infawniaton the problem to be
investigated is one of the important steps in tlaamng of any research study.
Based on the above views the investigator expltredelated studies pertaining

to the study and presented under various headings

A Literature review is a summary of previous sasdbn a topic.
Literature reviews can be either a part of a lamggort of a research project, a
thesis or a bibliographic essay. It is usually iiqure of the status of knowledge
on a carefully defined problem. It is an attempirtterpret and synthesize what
has been studied, researched, and published mréaeof the present study. Thus,
it is an independent account to present the sfateeart with regard to a problem.
In fact, the review of related literature is esgdnib a well- designed research
study. It is generally the first step in the resbaprocess, and it can contribute
valuable information to the research study. In titecess of reviewing the
literature, the investigator is alert for findingtaesearch approaches in the area

that have proved to be sterile.

A literature review includes an overview of thebjget, issue or
theory under consideration and division of workdemreview may be categorized
based on some criteria. Besides it also contaiasctimclusions which are most
significant, convincing and make the greatest doution to the understanding

and development of the area of research. The @ssadraws maximum benefits
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from the previous investigations, utilizes the poeg findings, takes many hints
from designs and procedures of previous reseam@g$ormulates an outline for

future research.

The review of related studies provides the insighd the methods,
measures etc., employed by others in the particataa. It provides ideas,
theories, explanations, hypotheses of researchyabld in formulating and
studying the problem at hand. It also furnishesspehsable suggestions related to
the problem and already employed techniques toirthestigator. Unless it is
learnt what others have done and still remainset@ne in the area, one can't
develop a research project that could contributéutthering knowledge in the
field. In fact, the review of related literaturernses multiple purposes and is
essential to a well -designed research study. geiserally the first step in the
research process, and it can contribute valualitennation to any part of the

research study.

The purpose of the literature review is to provaeritical written

account of the current state of research on ateeléapic:

Identifies areas of prior scholarship

* Places each source in the context of its contobuid the understanding of
the specific issue, area of research, or theorgureview.

» Describes the relationship of each source to therstthat you have
selected

* ldentifies new ways to interpret, and shed lightog gaps in, previous

research
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» Points the way forward for further research

A detailed review of literature has been made ita fout the
research gap and to identify the relevant resehlehasues for the study. It is
essential for a researcher to review the relatechlure to have a clear knowledge
about the subject and understand the researchngaguér to draw the scope for

the study.

In this chapter the researcher presents the cturaepver view of
visual impairment, studies reviewed related to f@wis of visually impaired

individuals and studies related to problems fagetehchers’ in teaching.

CONCEPTUAL OVER VIEW OF VISUAL IMPAIRMENT

Disability is a condition or function judged to lsggnificantly
impaired related to the usual standard of an idldiai or their group. The term is
often used to refer to individual functioning, imding physical impairment,
sensory impairment, cognitive impairment, intelledt impairment or mental

health issue.

The World Health Organization (WHO, 2006) has et the
International Classification of Functioning (ICFn disability and Health. It
distinguishes between body functions (physiologmalpsychological ex-vision)

and body structures (anatomical parts e.g. theaggldhe related structures).

Visually challenged/blindness is the condition latking visual

perception due to physiological or psychologicatdas.
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Visual impairment

Impairment is a partial or complete loss of fuors of a body part,
an organ, a sensory function, and/or brain funetidine loss can be temporary or
permanent. Impairments may affect sensory funct{@nsong other hearing and
vision, touch), mental functions (memory, consciass, and cognitive abilities)
and/or physical/bodily functions of the limbs otamal organs. Impairment can
influence interaction, communication, movement,/andearning processes and

general behavior in children (and adults), base(W/dHO, 1980).

According to WHO estimates in 2002, the most comroauses of
blindness around the world are: Cataracts (47.8tgucoma (12.3%), Ureites
(10.2%), Age Related Macular Degeneration (AMD)7¢8), Trachoma (3.6%),
Corneal Opacity (5.1%) and Diabetic Retinopathy¥%4). The normal vision in
any human being can be made vision less due tpdisening such as exposure to
chemicals. A well-known example is methanol, foumdlethylated spirits, which
is sometimes used by alcoholics as a cheap substitu regular alcoholic

beverages

Accordingly to Encyclopedia of Britannica, visyalhandicapped
include two categories, as partially sighted anddblA person is defined as being
“partially sighted” if the vision in his better eyafter correction) is less than 20/70
but better than 20/200. Such children need spemaipment's and are often
taught in special classes or resource rooms thatige special methods and
materials. In many cases they can be educatedagudar class if special material

and equipment’s are provided. A person is defined'Blind” if his vision or
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visual acuity (after correction) is 20/200 in histter eye. This visual acuity is in
general inadequate for education through the eged,special techniques have

been devised to make possible education throughalaegnd auditory channels.

Types of Blindness

Some of the types of blindness are as follows:

1. Total Blindness Total blindness is the complete lack of visionetthis

clinically recorded as “NLP”, an abbreviation fo¥d Light Perception”.

2. Legal Blindness:Legal blindness is defined as visual acuity (\isod 20/200,

6/60) or less in the better eye with best correcfpossible. This means that a
legally blind individual would have to stand 20 tf¢ém) from an object to see it
with the same degree of clarity as a normally €ighterson could from 200 feet

(60m).

3. Colour Blindness Colour blindness is also known as Dyschromatoosia
colour vision deficiency, in humans is the inalpilib perceive differences between
some or all colours that other people can distisiguit is most often of genetic
nature, but may also occur because of eye, nerverain damage, or due to

exposure to certain chemicals.

4. Cortical Blindness. Cortical blindness is the total or partial logsvision in a
normal appearing eye caused by damage to the \asealin the brain’s occipital

cortex.

5. Night Blindness Night blindness or Nyctalopia is a condition nrakiit

difficult or impossible to see in relatively lowght. It is a symptom of several eye



Review of related literature 21

diseases. Night blindness may exist from birth, ber caused by injury ¢

malnutrition.

6. Stereo blindnes: Stereo blindness is the inability to see in 3D gssterec
vision, resulting in the sufferer’s ibility to perceive stereoscopic depth. Wt
individuals with only one eye necessarily suffemfrthis condition, the conditic

also results when two eyes do not work in propececa

Blindness in India

Census 2011 did not release data on the disepopulation in
India. The disability population is difficult to emerate in India since peof
often hide their disabilities because of sociajrati. According to the Ministry ¢
social Justice, as of 2001, 21 million people aie $0 be suffering fronsome
form of disability in India. Incidentally, the tdtpopulation between Census 2C
and 2011 increased by 180 million to 1.2 billioret&ils are represented in figL

1.

Chart Title
06
05 48%
0.4
03 28%
0.2
11%
01 6% 7%
0 I
1 2
hearing disability visiual dis ability locomotor disability

mental disability m speech disability

Figure 1.Disability Censu
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According to the highest form of disability in cess visual impairment have the
highest prevalence of 10 million followed by loc@tor disability at 6 million in

India followed by mental disability 2.2 million pple and hearing disability 7

In every age, the handicap of blindness has dtitrte sympathy of
civilized peoples, but until comparatively receimhds that sympathy generally
expressed itself in the giving of alms to the wdgsmendicant, rather than in
constructive effort on his behalf. Men have beenvdo realize the justice of the
blind man’s claim to education, employment andiladit goes to make “the good
life”. In India the earliest school for the blindas/founded at Amritsar by English
missionaries, followed by schools at Calcutta armhdRi. Even today there are
only about twenty organizations for the blind ir tivhole of India, and of these,
few have resources adequate to care for more tdazen or two of the thousands

of blind children.

Although the vast size of India and the fact tnato now only the
fringe of the problem of blindness are touched. phablems of prevention of
blindness is then a more pressing one; which migt,its very immensity,
paralyze effort, unless there were another sidieopicture. Although no exact
figures are available as to causation, it is ingliaple that a great part of India’s
blindness is due to infantile ophthalmic, to neglex simple eye-diseases in
children, to the application of irritant remediés,small pox and to trachoma, all

of which are preventable, or can be remedied bpgrtreatment.
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Visual Impairment and Its Impact on Learning

Visual impairment can be defined legally and etiocally. It can
be congenital, occurring at or shortly after biothacquired through other means
later in life. Some of the congenital causes ofuaisimpairments include
conditions like retinopathy, glaucoma, corticaluak impairment, optical nerve
hypoplasia etc. Visual impairment can also be aequiater in life as a result of
cataract, trauma, accidents, inadequate nutritiosh $0 forth. Before teaching
students with visual impairments, it is importawot fthe teachers to acquire
information about how the loss in vision influencése teaching-learning
processes. Visual information is fundamental inpimg children observe and
interpret what happens in the environment. It sdan important prerequisite for

conceptual development in a student’s learning (Mg, 2013).

Deformity and destruction of this part of the bpdlyings about a
reduced amount of sensory data to the learnerinigdd insufficiency or delay in
various skills learned through observing others.isThmpacts language
development, reasoning skills, problem solving iab# and abstract thinking.
This finally causes great impact on the individsdkarning and performance,
because a student cannot perceive and use vidaaination to interpret various
learning situations taking place within the envir@ant (Mwakyeja, 2013). The
teachers, who are working with visually impairedidgnts need to plan the

environmental conditions based upon the followiactdrs: (Mwakyeja, 2013).

Learning Environment — The learning environment should be created ah su

manner that students should be able to adapt eazgilgnhance their learning. The
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availability of learning materials should be wetyanized in order to facilitate
learning. When the learning environmental condgiwall not be supportive to the
students, then their learning will automaticallyt geerrupted. It should contain
the technology and the assistive devices, whodieaiton will be able to assist
students in the acquisition of education. Therefthere is a need for all the
stakeholders in education to consider reformatibrthe education system to

enable these students learn better.

Assessment of Learner's Needs Assessment of the learner’s needs refers to the
systematic procedures of gathering and identifying needs of the learners.
Quality teaching can only take place in an effectmanner, when the needs,
backgrounds and prior knowledge of the learnerkn@swn. Assessment of the
learning needs of the students with visual impanngrior to the beginning of the
study program is important for both the studentd #re teachers. The reason
being, it allows for an understanding of the studeracademic abilities,

approaches, strategies and learning styles.

Individualized Education Plan - Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is a plan of
study taken from the general curriculum, whichtrsictured specifically to meet
the needs of these students. This plan of studgistsnof a list of precise goals to
be met, and the strategies to be used to meet fuads. Parents and teachers are
required to work in co-operation to regulate thepecific goals and academic
needs of the students to enable a teacher to plnnaplement teaching. Team
planning and implementation of IEP is vital, if owants inclusive education for
students with visual impairments to be meaningfigwever, IEP does not call for

individualized teaching, rather it intends to infoeducators to be aware of and
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meet the individual needs of every student in isiole classroom. General and
special needs teachers and parents are collab®ratothe preparation and

implementation of IEP.

Teaching Collaboration (Co-teaching) Teaching collaboration (Co-teaching) is
an important aspect of inclusive education, becaudasive classrooms comprise
of students with different learning needs. A sintgacher cannot have all the
skills needed to meet students diverse needs witlulusive classrooms. Co-
teaching involves two teachers teaching the samasscht the same time. The
regular teacher taking responsibility of the madaching, and a special needs
teacher, dealing with disability specific needshsd students. A teacher, who has
specialized in visual impairments, should help stig with visual impairments
learn and understand. A special teacher will bestasg a general teacher in
preparation of teaching materials and learning remment for these students. A
co-teacher will also be responsible for teachinifjsskke reading and writing by

using Braille, glasses, lenses etc.

Challenges experienced by Students with Visual Impanents

Challenges that interfere with the provision of emtion of students with visual

impairments have been stated as follows:

Language Challenges of Visually Impaired Students There is a lack of
material in the area of second language acquisitowrisually impaired learners,
possibly due to the well-known assumption that eiisl with visual impairment
follow the same path of learning as the sightedlestts. As far as there is

proficiency in the acquisition of mother languagesecond language will be
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integrated efficaciously. Students with visual innpeent, especially blind, are
well prepared to learn a foreign language regardimgy hearing sense, which is
the essential concept of learning a second langwatieless or no relation to
vision. Language acquired through asking questimpsoves the verbal skills as
asking about things, they cannot observe not omgroves visually impaired
students language acquisition but also their corefdeowledge ability. The basic
essential component of learning is learning wordd amproving vocabulary,
which adds points to the sensitivity memory thas thopulation has (Ghatfri,

2015).

Listening and Speaking Challenges There is nearly an overall agreement
among researchers that students with visual imgaitrdo not have any serious
problems associated to listening and speaking Emglkills. In fact, listening is
the primary learning method for blind students andtrong helpful tool for
visually impaired students. These students sigamfily rely on auditory data, so
they are required to become skillful listeners toface listening and speaking
skills to analyse the incoming data including, $adigures, structures, forms and
details. Speaking is also an important skill thHoves them to request the

information needed and even transfer the informatmoothers (Ghafri, 2015).

Reading and Writing Challenges- Visually impaired students must Reading and
Writing Challenges — Visually impaired students mlearn reading, with the
primary purpose to improve their knowledge, andtingi skills are enhanced to
reflect ones knowledge. However, the reason begaying and writing skills are
the skills that involve the use of visual abilities acquire them. Students with

visual impairment experience many challenges imieg these skills. They read
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slower than their sighted peers as they usuallggoaize words at a letter level
instead of a complete word level, which makes thesmse frequently while

reading. Moreover, students experience difficultiessentence structures and
organizing ideas in essays, and their writing taeksl to be as the spoken texts

(Ghafri, 2015).

Teaching Methods— When teaching methods are not properly usedeathers

lack the skills and abilities to deal with visualijnpaired students, then the
students would experience challenges in education.some educational

institutions and within the classroom settings, tbaching methods are not put
into practice in an appropriate manner. Teachersat educated enough in sign
language, use of Braille materials, preparatioheafring aids, tactile diagrams and
maps and so forth. They themselves experienceectygbs of inclusive teaching.
The inadequacy of teacher education gives risénatlenges within the course of

acquisition of education by the visually impairéddents (Mwakyeja, 2013).

Lack of Teacher Collaboration and Rigid Curriculum — Within the job
settings, it is vital for all individuals to worknicollaboration. They need to
exchange valuable and useful ideas and suggestorihat one may make ones
work performance efficient and are able to meet dbsired objectives. When
there is lack of collaboration among teachers amalability of rigid curriculum,
then the visually impaired students may experigaroblems in understanding the
concepts and may not feel comfortable within th@ost environment. The
curriculum and the instructional systems shouldfdrenulated in accordance to
the needs and requirements of the students anddsbeumanageable (Mwakyeja,

2013).
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Challenges experienced by Teachers in working witkisually Impaired

Students

The challenges experienced by teachers, when teggaching and guiding
visually impaired students have been stated asvistl (Yalo, Indoshi, Agak and

Were, 2010).

Difficulties in Writing on Straight Lines — The Braille language that is used by
visually impaired students, involve writing on sfjtat lines. The teachers, who are
experienced and have practice of writing on straifyhes, usually do not
experience problems, but those who are novice im dhea, and do not have
experience, would have difficulties in writing ofrasght lines, as a result of
which, they would not be able to provide adequaiewkedge and information to
the students. Therefore, it is vital for the teashe master the skills necessary in

teaching, training, instructing and guiding studenmith disabilities.

Tire Quickly due to Close Working Distance— The teachers, who are working
with visually impaired students mainly find theiod duties challenging. They
are required to work diligently, conscientioushydaesourcefully with the students
with disabilities, so that they are able to render effective contribution in
improving their knowledge and understanding. Théyd ftheir job duties
demanding and as a result of which feel fatigue etthusted. At home, teachers
are required to prepare the lesson plan, so theg ttan make the students
understand well. In educational institutions, thedents depend upon the teachers

to a major extent to improve their academic skills.
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Crowded Diagrams in Course books- The course books that have been used by
visually impaired students, usually have imagegjres and diagrams that are not
clear and their explanation is also not adequatrlyided. When the explanation

is not lucid and coherent in textbooks, then tlaehers themselves experience
problems and challenges in acquiring understanalitige concepts. This is
apparent that when the teachers themselves, wilb@able to understand the
concepts better, then they will not be able to nthkestudents understand.
Therefore, it is vital that course books and temitsofor the visually impaired
students as well as for the teachers working viigmt should be coherent and

information should be understandable.

Unable to Complete the Course Curriculum in the reqired Time — The
visually impaired students are slow in learning anderstanding the concepts. It
is vital that teachers should be well prepared i information before they
come to class. When the students are large in nyriites teachers are required to
work really hard in enabling them to enhance thearning and in completion of
the course curriculum. Teachers usually experigmoblems in the completion of
the course curriculum. They have to ensure thatestis have acquired thorough
understanding of concepts and are not just requicedomplete the course
curriculum and fulfill their job duties. The coursearriculum can be completed
within the allotted time by implementing effectiteaching-learning processes and
making sure students pay adequate attention aea lcsrefully when the teacher

is teaching.

Lack of Reading and Writing Stands — In educational institutions and

classrooms of visually impaired students, it ighvib provide proper teaching and
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instructional materials. During the initial stagle most important aspect of
learning is to ensure students are able to imptoge reading and writing skills.

In order to make improvements in these skills,itiséitutions need to make use of
reading and writing stands. The materials that owprthese skills among the
visually impaired students should be encouragedduacational institutions, as
reading, writing and solving numerical problems atated as the basic literacy

skills.

Lack of Controlled Lighting from Classrooms — The classrooms are required to
have proper equipment and technology with regaodearning of visually
impaired students. The availability of proper isfracture, heating and cooling
equipment in accordance to the weather conditioestrooms, clean drinking
water, technology and other materials that areireduo facilitate learning among
the students are regarded as essential aspectsnddtemportant aspect is within
the classrooms, there should be availability ofti@died lighting. This would help
in facilitating learning among the students. Whéeré¢ is lack of controlled

lightning, then one would not be able to conceetrgion studies.

Poorly Built Classrooms — Within educational institutions, the learning
environment should be pleasant and amiable forsthdents. The classrooms
should be well equipped with proper furniture, Be&ptarrangement, tables,
heating and cooling equipment and teaching andnilegr materials. The

availability of proper materials, infrastructure datacilities would help the

teachers in enhancing learning among the stud@mishe other hand, when there
is not proper availability of materials and equimtiethen the teachers would

experience problems and difficulties in facilitgfinlearning. Poorly built
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classrooms would make the learning environmentaasgant for the students, but
it is challenging to the teachers as well in remigan effective job performance.
Along with the availability of proper equipment amfrastructure within the

classrooms, it is vital for the teachers to possessamiable and a congenial

nature, especially when working with students.

Vocational Training and Employment Opportunities

Employment is the most important factor in maiestning the
persons with disabilities. Therefore, a provisias lbeen made in the PWD Act
for 3 per cent reservation in Government jobs ferspns with disabilities at all
levels. National Centre for Promotion of Employmdot Disabled Persons
(NCPEDP) conducted a sample survey of various camepand reported that the
employment of persons with disabilities constitu@e35 per cent of all people
employed. The employment of disabled persons waarted to be 0.49 per cent
in the public sector, 0.23 per cent in private @ecnd 0.05 in the multi-national
companies. It was also reported that the major khninthe jobs went to the
persons with loco-motor disability with minimal amegligible impairment.
Malhotra (2000) reported that 5.13 per cent congmm@mployed persons with
mental retardation. It may be inferred from theimas studies that prejudicial
attitude still prevails when it comes to the emphayt of persons with disabilities,
specially, in case of the visually impaired. It mag concluded that the visually
impaired got fewer jobs compared to those with otheabilities. The number of
disabled person is very high in visual dis abiliyt their job opportunities are

very low in compared with other dis abilities.dlie to several causes.
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The UN standard rules on the equalization of oppotinities for persons with
disabilities

Among the major outcomes of the Decade of DisaBlesons was
the adoption, by the General Assembly, of the Stech@®ules on the Equalization
of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities i99B. Although not a legally
binding instrument, the Standard Rules represestr@ang moral and political
commitment of Governments to take action to atemjnalization of opportunities
for persons with disabilities. The rules serve adrstrument for policy-making
and as a basis for technical and economic cooperalihe Standard Rules on the
Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disiees hold that in situations
where the general education system does not addyguatet the needs of all
people with disabilities, Special Education mayntie considered as a solution.
The quality of such education should reflect thensastandards, goals and

ambitions of a general education and should beslidsked to it

REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES

The main aim of the present study is to find ¢t problems faced
by visually challenged teachers at school leveluslhhe review of past studies
related to the problems faced by visually impaijpedsons and problems faced by
teachers are essential. So the researcher inclsoi®é significant and relevant

studies in this section

Studies related to problems faced by visual impaiic

Radhika (2018) had undertook a research work edtds Challenges Experienced

by Visually Impaired Students in Education. The mpurpose of this research
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paper is to obtain information of the challengepegienced by visually impaired
students in education. The academic challengeghbae students experience are
with regards to reading, writing, listening, spewki lack of knowledge,
information, policies, procedures, ineffective t@ag methods, lack of resources
and poor participation of parents, labelling andjatere attitudes, and lack of
teacher collaboration and rigid curriculum. Theballenges can be resolved by
possessing effective communication skills, payimgcuate attention in class,
sitting in front, close to the whiteboard, makimgpeopriate use of technology and
other assistive devices. In academic subjects, vital that the textbooks should
contain enlarged diagrams and writing, so thatesitglas well as the teachers are

able to make use of teaching-learning methods iapgnopriate manner.

Pandey (2018) Comparative Study of Adjustment abu¥lly
Impaired Students. The present study is designemhderstand the adjustment of
visually impaired students, attending the speaml the integrated schools. This
study has been conducted on 60 visually impairedestts, aged 14-16 years,
attending special and the integrated setup of \&miarity, UP, India. The method
of survey has been used to elicit the informatibouwa their adjustment in the
home area, school area and personal area in spewaintegrated set-up. Data
were collected by using the adjustment scale dpeelcand standardized by the
investigator. Results indicate that there was anifsoggnt difference in the
adjustment of the visually impaired students in #rea of home, school and

personal in special and integrated set-up.

Manar, Rochyadi and Sunardi (2018) carried outsearch study

titled as A Case Study of Students with Visual Dikges in Inclusive Higher
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Education. This study aimed to provide an undading of the needs of students
with visual disabilities in universities and soluts to meet the needs of these
students. The method adopted in the study wastgtradi using case study design.
The participants were three of students with visdelbilities in a college,
consisting of one student with totally blind andtef students of low vision. The
data were collected by observations on two settimg€lass and outside class,
lectures and in-depth interviews with several lemtsl and students with visual
disabilities. The finding of this study indicateldat there are several needs of
students with visual disabilities that have not rodally accommodated by
institution, namely assessment services beforenilegrprocess, orientation and
mobility services to provide support services fardents with visual disabilities
and access to learning sources. The solutionseaffier meet the needs of students
with visual disabilities in college are providingh aassessment service before
starting the learning process, the availabilitypoéntation and mobility services at
the beginning of the semester, and the availatwlifigarning resources that access

for these students.

Temesgen (2018) carried out a study named as B€limdlenges
of Students with Visual Disabilities. The purpodetlus study was to identify
challenges that students with visual disabilitiased in the primary schools of
Weldeya town in Ethiopia. Principals, students witbual disabilities and teachers
were invited to take part in the study. With thasphenomenological design was
used to investigate the experience of participaagsrding school challenges of
students with visual impairment. The researched assemi-structured interview,

focused group discussion and observation chedkligather data. Then, the data
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were analysed thematically which were presentlatio: with research questions.
Through the discussion, environmental inaccessibiinflexibility of financial
guidelines in schools and lack of training amoragkers were identified as major

school challenges for education of students witluai impairment.

Majoni and Mashatise (2017) had carried out a)sto@dmed as
Challenges faced by students with blindness stgdhorough open and distance
learning.The study sought to find out the problefased by blind students
studying through open and Distance Learning (ODA)case study of a blind
student enrolled in 2014 at Mashonaland Centralid®ad) Campus of the
Zimbabwe Open University was the focus of this aesle. Data were generated
through interviews and observation. Data were tpialely analysed. The study
found out that the students with blindness showdehthe technical equipment
that can be presented or adapted to be relevaheton. The study concluded out
that ODL is ideal for students that are blind beeathey learn at their own pace
and in the comfort of their homes. However, thergreat need for highly trained
personnel to assist such students. The study sutigeghere is need to establish
resource centres at ODL institutions for intermgille computers and e-learning

to facilitate training of students with blindness.

Wandera, Grace and Anthony (2017) undergone dystuemed as
Challenges Faced by Visually Impaired Students akdvere and Kyambogo
Universities. This study aimed at investigating ttallenges faced by visually
impaired students in Makerere and Kyambogo Unitiessi The study followed a
cross-sectional survey design and involved 200amdgnts (50 visually impaired

students, 50 lecturers, 50 university administsatord 50 students who were not
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visually impaired). Data was collected using questaires, interviews and
document review. The findings revealed that theually impaired students

receive bursaries and allowances from governmend aon-government

organizations; meals, accommodation and scholastaterials from their

universities; extra time during examinations; oeaminations; and buddy
support. However, constraining limitations in thesthods of instruction and
assessment used and the instructional materialsdecbwere noted. On the basis
of these findings, recommendations towards theebeitiucation of the visually
impaired students are made Kebotlositswe, @ MpgutiMolao and Habulezi

(2016) had studied inclusive education and cha#enmp their study titled as
Inclusive Education and Challenges of Providings&aom Support to Students
with Blindness in a General Education Classroom &chool in Botswana. The
research investigated classroom support provisnohtlae challenges of providing
support to students who are blind in a general &titut classroom at an inclusive
secondary school in Botswana. Interviews, obseymasind questionnaires were

used to collect the data.

The challenges of providing classroom assistancstudents who
are blind in general education Biology classroomes as diverse as the students
themselves. The teaching methods some teacherslaus®t cater for all the
students in an inclusive classroom. The main fadeading to this include lack of
adequate preparation and shortage of both humanmatdrial resources. The
class enrollments pose a challenge because theradass are over enrolled. The
study recommends that special education Biologghews be increased at the

school and more learning support workers equallyhived. Teacher capacity
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building should also be considered as well as ttguigition of more access

technology.

Rajkonwar (2015) studied Adjustment and Academibigévement
of Visually Handicapped School Children in Assard &éme study reported that the
adjustment of visually handicapped boys and girs viound similar on overall

adjustment

The study was carried out by Parua (2015) to detsr the
difference in emotional development among visuiipaired students studying in
integrated and special schools. The results shaat there is a significant
difference between visually impaired students snglyn integrated and special
schools on emotional development in general anthaldimensions of emotional
maturity scale. Further, the visually impaired swoid studying in integrated
schools were more emotionally matured than theestisdthose were in special

schools.

Gill (2014) investigated Emotional, Social and Ealional
Adjustment of Visually Handicapped Students of $guegchools students. By the
application of mean, standard deviation, and t-tedicated is no significant
difference between the educational, social and iemalt adjustments of special

school Students belonging to boys and girls.

Pothuraju and Yashoda (2014) conduct a reseautly stamed as
An In-Depth Study of Totally Visual Impaired Studemt Secondary and Degree
Level of the Kalabharathi Blind School and Andhrari€tian College, Guntur

District in Andhra Pradesh. The main purpose ofdfugly is to make an in depth
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study to understand the personality of visuallydieapped children. Objectives
Of The Study are 1) To make an in-depth study tdewstand the personality of
visually handicapped children.2) To identify theademic, intellectual, memory
and creative abilities of visually handicapped dateh.3) To find out the needs,
problems and aspirations of visually challengedidcén.4) To arrive at the
common characteristics of visually challenged cieitd5) To suggest remedial
measures to each case. 6) To identify the leardifigulties in the integrated
school and special school. The investigator used saudy method for this present
study. Major findings of the study are the majordfngs about the six visually
challenged students taken for study is wise arecudsed. (1) Physical
Appearance: There is no impact of the impairmenthair physical growth.(2)
Health Conditions: Main cause of their impairmenparents of these children are
close relatives. There is malnutrition of the mothefore their birth. They
frequently get cold and cough. They do not havesawere disorders in their body
except headache and allergies. (3) Family Back @touarhe case students’
economic status is poor. That is the reason fortaiking any precaution before
and after their birth. (4) Adjustment with theirsdbility: Visually impaired
children have developed positive attitude towarasirt disability. (5) School
Adjustment: Visually impaired children have goodisb adjustment in school.
They have good relations with co-students. (6)lligence: The children’s’ 1.Q.
varies from individual to individuals. (7) Persahal The case children have
inferiority complex. They have self-understandingd aself- adjustment. Some

students are extrovert and some are introvertsy Bne cooperative and honest.
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They talk freely with others, who are affectiontdghem. They are very sensitive

in nature.

Agesa (2014) initiated a study titled as Challendgeaced by
Learners with Visual Impairments in Inclusive Swtiin Trans-Nzoia County.
This study investigates the challenges faced byéxa with visual impairments in
inclusive setting, in Trans-Nzoia County Kenya. eThtudy used descriptive
survey design to explore the challenges that faaekrs with visual impairment
in the County. The target population included oneadred and eighty four
learners with visual impairments, twenty classroteachers and six itinerant
teachers out of whom an accessible sample populafione hundred and ten was
derived. Both qualitative and quantitative datalemilon procedures were
employed through use of questionnaires, interviewvd documentary analysis.
The study found out that most learners with visogdairments performed poorly
in academics due to lack of implementation of tlsaially impaired school which
calls for a differentiated curriculum as per thigl ldown policy on Special Needs
Education, which is attributed to social, econommad partly cultural factors.
The nature of varied differences in needs of le@rmath visual impairments calls
for more teachers in special needs education doathi@ast each regular school
has one. Parents to learners with visual impairsnantt community should also

be sensitized on their education.

Rajkonwar, Dutta and Soni (2013) had carried ostuay named as
Adjustment and Academic Achievement of Visually H&apped School
Children in Assam. The present study was conduaedAdjustment and

Academic Achievement of Visually Handicapped Schobildren of Assam. The
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data were collected from a sample of 400 visuadigdicapped children 200 boys
and 200 girls who were studying in the classesoVXt(age 12 to 16 years) in six
visually handicapped schools of lower and upperaAsselected by using simple
random technique. The descriptive survey method usesl for data collection
using (I) Adjustment Inventory standardized by ARKSinha and R.P.Singh; (ii)
Academic Achievement from School Record. The studported that the
adjustment of visually handicapped boys and girés iound similar on overall
adjustment. It also revealed that there existedetationship between adjustment

and academic achievement among visually handicagimédtien.

Rani (2011) compared emotional intelligence andademic
achievement of visually disabled students betwedrgrated and segregated
schools and correlated both the variables for tetbrg)s separately as well as for
total sample irrespective of school setting. Thegtigator concluded that visually
disabled students studying in integrated schodingetare emotionally more
intelligent than their counterparts in segregatedtirg). Integrated students
academically performed at par than segregated .pbkmneover the relationship
between emotional intelligence and academic achmewt was found significant

for two schools separately as well as for totalganrrespective of school setting.

Pradhan (2011) studied on adjustment and anxietywisually
handicapped male and female adolescents .The stadybased on a sample of
400 visually handicapped adolescents, 200 male2@@demale. The tools he used
for adjustment was adjustment inventory by Kulstit@@nd anxiety scale by D.N
Sinha. Objectives of the study were (a) to find thwt adjustment level of visually

handicapped male and female adolescents in Bhimi Bubool for Blind,



Review of related literature 41

Bhubaneswar. (b) To study the interaction effeatisfially handicapped male and
female adolescents on adjustment in Bhim Bhoi scfmoBlind, Bhubaneswar.
(c) To find the anxiety level of visually handicaggbmale and female adolescents
in BBSB, Bhubaneswar. (d) To see the interactidacefof visually handicapped
male and female adolescents on anxiety in BBSBpbBheswar. Findings are (a)
The result of the study indicated that there issignificant difference in the
adjustment of visually handicapped male and feradtdescents studying in Bhim
Bhoi School for Blind, Bhubaneswar. (b) The stuaynformed that there is no
significant interaction effect of visually handigea adolescents and sex on

adjustment in Bhim Bhoi Schoolfor Blind, Bhubaneswa

Singh (2011) studied academic achievement of ihsumpaired
students in relation to their socio-demographicvéfables, study habits and study
related correlates. The findings of the study réaga significant correlation
between academic achievements and study habitssaélly impaired students.
The association between academic achievements lendcade, grades, socio-
economic status and parental education of visualfyaired students were found
statistically significant. The study related vatesblike attitude towards teachers,
education and examination, home assignments, geffédence, concentration and
coping with mental conflicts were also found sigrahtly related to academic

achievements of visually impaired students

Kesiktas, Ayse and Akcamet (2011) had investigatedteachers
problems in teaching with visual impaired learneran inclusive setup in their
study titled as The Relationship of Personnel Redma to the Competence of

Teachers of Students with Visual Impairments inKéyr The study reported in
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this article sought to determine the degree to ihe professional standards for
Turkish teachers of students with visual impairmentere addressed during
preserve training and the degree to which in-servieachers of visual
impairments implemented these professional stasdafte results of the
nationwide survey showed that teachers faced pmoblen both attaining and
implementing certain important knowledge and s&ias for teaching students

with visual impairments.

Reema (2010) conducted a study of relationshipvéat self-
concept and adjustment of visually impaired ad@etc studying in inclusive and
special schools. The findings of the study revedhed the development of self-
concept was better in inclusive schools. It wasneletter in the case of male
adolescent than the female ones. The relationstipden self-concept and level
of adjustment in the case of female adolescents vetier in inclusive school
settings than their male counterparts. This trera$ weversed in the case of

relationship between those aspects in special $£hoo

Were (2010) studied gender differences in seleeph and
academic achievement among visually impaired pupilsenya. A sample of 262
respondents (152 males and 110 females) was dreavn the population by
stratified random sampling technique. Two instruteemere used in this study:
Pupils’ self-concept and academic achievement Té®.t test was used to test the
relationship between self-concept and achieveniém. data was analysed using
48 Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) structure. Resultsthe study revealed that
there are gender differences in self-concept anviswglly impaired pupils. Girls

scored higher than boys in self-concept and haneehievement test.
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Kaur (2010) investigated the perception and akttuof the
elementary school principals and teachers towandiision of students with
disability in the MCD schools of Delhi. The studyadysed data of case study of
20 MCD schools, 49 teachers dealing with CWSN ireséh schools,72
observations of children with special needs angritxipals of these schools. The
tools used for the study were attitude scale, syraed interview schedule and
classroom observations. The findings of the stadaled that the primary school
principals’ perception about children with speamdeds was, in part related to
their attitude towards inclusion. Most of the prpads showed favourable attitude
towards inclusion. The principals threw light onnneavailability of effective
infrastructure facilities in schools. The teachbketieved in inclusive education.
The in-service training programmes conducted fae thachers proved very

beneficial.

Chaudhary and Phogat (2010) studied adjustmentvisdially
challenged adolescents in relation to their anxatyg degree of impairment and
concluded that low anxious totally visually chathled males are better adjusted
than high anxious males while there was no sigmificdifference between low
anxious females and high anxious females, low agla &énxious partially visually
challenged males and low and high anxious part\aByally challenged females

on adjustment.

Studies related to problems faced by teachers

Kasim and Abdurajak (2018) had conducted a stilléyg tas Issues

and Challenges in Teaching and Learning: An Analysi Islamic Education
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Novice Teachers' Practices. This study tends tiremd ten Islamic Education
novice teachers’ experiences in interpreting tip@idagogical-based knowledge
during teaching and learning process. They wererglry school’'s novice
teachers from four different states in Malaysia aetected by using purposive
sampling. As a source of evidence, qualitative s&mnoictured individual
interviews were employed. The findings revealedrenchallenges and issues that
they were facing by adjusting to the reality of gpm student-centred learning in

the classroom.

Moi and Regena (2016) had initiated a study naraedNew
Teachers Challenges: How Culturally Responsive Hiege Classroom
Management, & Assessment Literacy Are IntertwiriBlde major concern of the
study to reiterate, the challenges that new teaclecounter in the schools are
intertwined. This study used a qualitative reseafebign to investigate in-depth
these salient issues face by new teachers. Fdeedadnterviews were conducted
.The investigator adapted Bogdan and Biklen’s (J99&roach for transcribing
and analysing the interview data for emerging thenide findings showed that
some new teachers understood CRT in a simplisticamal view CRT as cultural
celebrations that are disconnected from acaderaraileg. Document reviews and
participants’ feedback revealed that they had eenbwell-prepared in this salient

area.

Renesa (2016) Difficulty in monitoring the entirass Most of the time teachers
are unable to pay attention to every student paaity, in the rush to complete
the lessons on time. This is mostly because ofrtisehievous students, sitting in

the front rows, who tend to disturb the teachemnguongoing lessons. This in
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turn, makes us unable to attend the students wthat dsack benches or other
students in the class who wish to learn. As a apnsece, the teacher completes
the curriculum somehow, making the students sk uhderstanding part. This

adversely affects the class performance.

Mariyu (2015) had carried out a study named ascthalenges
facing the public primary school teachers in theaching career in Tanzania. A
case of Mbogwe district, Geita region. This studgused on the challenges facing
the public primary school teachers in teaching earem Mbogwe District.
Specifically the study aimed at investigating tlaises of the challenges that face
the primary school teachers in their teaching car@de study employed
gualitative design. Study employed interviews, &mul group discussions and
documentary reviews as method of data collectidre flesults showed that the
poor National Health Insurance (NHIF), poor promntimanagement among
teachers and delays of payment of the arrears aod ipcentive policy and
allowances were the core causes of the challehgésffect the teachers working
environment. The result furthermore showed thatiélaehers faced the challenge
of poor health services that caused them use tvair funds as a result their
income were eroded by double contributions, Finalyey were not given rent
allowance this affected their living conditions atids situation increased their

transport charges

Meador (2016) Teaching is a difficult professidrnere are many
problems for teachers that make the profession mwmmglicated than it has to be.
This does not mean that everyone should avoid baitgacher. There are also

substantial benefits and rewards for those whodéethat they want a career in
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teaching. The truth is that every job has its owigue set of challenges. Teaching
is no different. These problems sometimes makedt &s if you are constantly
fighting an uphill battle. However, most teachersdfa way to overcome this
adversity. They do not allow obstacles to standhm way of student learning.
However, teaching would be easier if the followsrg seven problems could be

resolved

Malik, Zakaria, Mohamed and Sulaiman (2015) hagstigated the
new teachers’ survival in schools, the study tidesdSchool Survival for Novice
Teacher in Malaysia. This study focuses on novéacher not only in finding
suitable teaching strategies to suit the pupils dsb to cope with new school
culture; forming a relationship. The objectives ereinderstand how novice solely
finds suitable teaching methods as well as howasoteacher survives in teaching
world by developing trust and relationship with teenior teachers. Methods
which will be used are semi structured interviewd abservation; both collected
data were taken down as field notes and journdlngrifindings were transcribed
and recheck by the participants. Result showshiasking and interacting help
novices to survive and improve them in school'stexin This study helps to

understand the real challenges faced by novicéézdbrough their school's lives.

Bosser, Lundin, Lindahli and Linder (2015) hadderiook study
named as Challenges faced by teachers implemestiog-scientific issues as
core elements in their classroom practices. Thaysttates that Teachers may face
considerable challenges when implementing sosaentific issues (SSI) in their
classroom practices, such as incorporating studwentred teaching practices and

exploring knowledge and values in the context afiG@oscientific issues. The
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results show that during the course of the implegaten the teachers enhanced
their awareness of the importance of promoting esttel participation and
supporting their independence as learners. Howdler results also suggest a
conflict between the enactment of a studer@ntred classroom practice and the
achievement of intended learning goals. In orderatoept the challenge of
implementing SSI in the classroom, it is suggested it is essential for teachers

to build strategies, which integrate dialogue aldeaining goals.

Sulaiman (2014) had carried out a research stotiyesl as Teacher
research: Practice, Challenges and prospects fmoirament: An empirical study
from Oman. This study aims to investigate teacltersceptions of engagement
with, and in, teacher research (TR) in the SulewwdtOman. The data collected
through interviews and questionnaires reveals Thats not yet common practice
in Omani schools. To make TR a sustainable maiastractivity within school
environments should entail improving teachers' epts; attitudes, and
understandings of the role of TR in the developnoémducational system and for
their own professional development. Teachers shaldd be provided with
logistical requirements and practical conditionst thelp them become active and

competent practitioner researchers.

Reddy and Vijaya (2013) had conduct a study edtile Occupational Stress of
Higher Secondary Teachers Working in Vellore DestriThis study examined the
Occupational Stress of teachers working at higheorsdary level. Three Hundred
and Twenty Seven higher secondary teachers fronordeDistrict in Tamil Nadu
were chosen as sample, by using Simple Random 8wmpkchnique and

administered with an Occupational Stress RatindeSddne statistical techniques
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employed were percentage, mean, SD, mean + 1S#3t,tf-test, and stepwise
multiple regression analysis and the obtained tesuk analysed accordingly. To
overcome occupational stress, the researchers &aggested some measures
which could prove beneficial to teachers in copivith stress are: improve self-
esteem, build self-confidence, work on building ¢éomal intelligence
competencies, develop a good sense of humour,iggapbga and meditation,
exercise regularly, foster a supportive friend leirccultivate hobbies, develop

effective communication skills, and seek profesaidmlp, if necessary.

Al-Jarrah and Khasawneh (2013) Carried a stutbdtiés. Problems
faced by primary school teachers in Irbid Govertoes perceived by the school
administrators. The Purpose of the present study identify the problems faced
by primary school teachers from the viewpointsasfaol administrators based on
such domains as: curriculum issues, students, lwmamunity, school building,
facilities, scientific devices and to identify whet there is variation in the
availability degree of such problems faced by teashattributed to school
administrative experience, or the academic qualfbms . Sample (N=100) was
representative of the public primary school adniiaters within Irbid
Governorate. Results indicated problems faced aghters; and found statistically
significant differenceso&-0.05) attributed to the academic qualificatiofeet on
the problems faced that are related to the locangonity. Further, no statistically
significant differences ¢-0.05) were found attributed to experience eftecall
domains. In light of the results, the authors chfter increasing the funds allotted
for school buildings, student numbers to accomnmeddtssroom size, greater

involvement of teachers in curriculum design andrettgpment. It is also
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recommended to set up remedial plans for poor aelse help students pay
greater attention to homework assignments, andeimparents to periodically hold

meetings about the teaching process

Suleman, Aslam, Hassan, Ahmad, Sarfraz and PIOL2AR had
carried out a study named as ‘ldentification of Breblems Faced by Secondary
School Teachers in Kohat Division, Pakistan.” Thepose of this research work
was to identify the problems faced by secondarypaskteachers. All the male and
female secondary school teachers in Kohat Divisighyber Pakhtunkhwa
(Pakistan) constituted the population of the stuldye sample for this study was
made up of 120 female and 160 male secondary sdkachers which were
selected through simple random sampling technidine. study was descriptive
type and a self-developed questionnaire was useddta collection. Data was
collected through personal visits. Then it was orged, tabulated and analysed.
Statistical tools i.e., the percentage, meansdsatandeviation and differences of
means were computed for each male and female S$Jrsficance of difference
between the mean opinions of both the male andlé&an&STs were tested at 0.05
level by applying t-test. The study’s result wasidaded that there are various
problems which negatively affect the performancesedondary school teachers.
These problems are: unattractive pay package; latkbasic facilities;
overcrowded classes; students’ disruptive behasjdurancial crises of teachers;

overwork load; long distance to school; autocratigironment inside school.

Salem (2011) had conducted a study “The Classréoablems
Faced Teachers at the Public Schools in TafilaiRcey and Proposed Solutions”

The study aimed to identify the classroom probl¢inad faced teachers in public
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schools in Tafila province, and the proposed soh#ti The samples of the study
were 196 teachers from the public school in Tafdeovince. By using

guestionnaire to collect the data, the resulthefdtudy show that the mean of the
behavioural problems was 2.66, and the mean afi¢hdemic problems was 3.08.
Also, the researcher found that statistical sigaifit differences refer to interaction
between gender, level of school, and teaching &pez in the behavioural

problems for male in the basic school, those wittrknexperience less than 5
years. Also, there are no statistical significaffedences between gender, level of

school, education degree, and teaching experieniteeiacademic problems.

Recchia and Puig (2011) explored a study on amngdle and
inspirations that student teachers’ experiencesarty childhood special education
classrooms. Preparing teachers to meet the needsildfen with disabilities
remains a complex challenge. General educatiorhéeacfeel unprepared, and
attrition and teacher shortages in special educagonain high. Despite a trend
towards inclusive education, many children contituée educated in segregated
settings. This study explores the potential chgksnand learning opportunities
that self-contained settings offer early childhagmkcial education teachers in
training. Five early childhood pre service studeseeking dual certification
reflected on their placements in self-containedyeetildhood special education
classrooms. Through an analysis of their weeklygestii teaching journals, the
researchers explored students’ experiences in gagek early childhood special
education classrooms and implications for teachducation. Their findings
revealed that including a self-contained settingraes of several field experiences

encouraged future teachers to think flexibly abeaiching children with special
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needs while enhancing their understanding of tireciples behind the continuum

of services.

Burkule (2010) noted the problems like absencgaifd working
conditions, proper infrastructure and lower sakang incentives. Further, there is
also exploitation, discrimination and harassmertheSe women teachers working
in all types of colleges, government, governmedediand private. There is the

need to empower women teachers through laws, gration, promotions etc.

Sykes (2010) conducted a study on the problemspanspects of
teacher education. Based on an analysis of ocau@tcompetence in teaching
and teacher education, this article draws togedhseet of dilemmas that face the
field, arguing that an occupational analysis isdeeketo complement the more
common institutional analysis of teacher educatidmen, this analysis is used to
evaluate the prospects of the reforms that cugreantt dominant in the policy
discourse of teacher education. The article comdudith thoughts on some

promising directions for the improvement of thddief teacher education.

Olaitan (2010) in their study concluded that thajon sources of
stress among lady teachers were colleagues, cummcumarking or grading,
parents, pupils, school authorities, society, supEm/teaching, school

environment and wages or income

Delgado (2009) conducted a study on teacher effictolerance,
gender and years of experience and special edacadferrals. Teacher efficacy
and teacher tolerance, along with teacher gendere vexamined for their

relationship with the number of students teachefsrred to special education. In
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a sample of 167 elementary school teachers fromrlaan school district in the
State of Texas, no statistically significant redaships were yielded between
teacher tolerance and referrals made to specia@iaidn; between teacher efficacy
and referrals made to special education; and, lestweacher experience and
referrals made to special education. In additiom, differences were found in
teacher tolerance and teacher efficacy as a funciagender. Results were not

supportive of previous research studies.

Hararsh and Kawaldh’s (2009) study aimed to idgrgatterns of
control implemented by the classroom teachers deroto maintain discipline in
the classroom in Al- Mafraq District of Educatiorhe study sample consisted of
210 teachers and researcher used questionnairesteansf 35 items to collect
data. The results indicated that the patternsasfstcbom settings were arranged as

follows: proactive type style, insulting, and autkarian.

Anderman, Sinatra in their article paper named Thallenges of
Teaching and Learning about Science in the 21stu@grExploring the Abilities
and Constraints of Adolescent Learners In this papee describe the
developmental status of high-school aged adolessergnce learners. We
specifically examine the cognitive abilities of &hkrent learners across five
domains: adaptability, complex communication/soskalls, non-routine problem-
solving skills, self-management/self-development] saystems thinking. Wethen
describe how science educators can create soclexds that foster the
emergence and development of these abilities. Waclade by providing

research-based recommendations for science edsicator
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The review of literature was carried out to acquaiith the existing
body of knowledge in the area of the study. It gaveoretical back ground for
the study and provide guidelines in the planningtleé research work. The
investigator reviewed International, National anates level studies to carry out
the review of literature. Extensive review of teth studies shows that Teachers
face several type of problems in professional lilee lack of resources,
psychological issues, less salary and teachers pensonal problems, academic

problems and other professional issues in theiiegsion.

From the literature survey it is clear that thexyeno studies under
take the variable of the present study probleme&daby visually challenged
teachers in any context mean national, state aednational contexts. There are
several studies carried out the problems of viguaibllenged students in teaching
and learning and also the problems faced by teachbile teaching a visually
challenged learner in an inclusive educationalsestd special educational sector
too. From the survey of literature the investigattentified the importance of

studying the challenges or problems faced by viguhlallenged teachers.

From the survey of study the investigator find th&t most of the
studies were choose the qualitative method so rihiestigator choose the same
method and the investigator choose interview aa dallection procedure and the
sample is very rare so the investigator select shalW sampling method for

selection of samples.

Studies reviews also revealed that no studies aiedwn the same variable of

present study that is the academic and non-academitems faced by visually
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impaired teachers. It was also observed that ndiestuas such ever tried in the

Kerala context.

An in-depth review of studies and literature isgareted in this Chapter and the
insights obtained from it has helped in the forrtiataof the problem and defining
the key term involved in it. The related studiesogbrovide profound insights into
the variety of studies done on problems faced byally impaired . There for the
present study has undertaken the problem of asgefise Problems faced by

visually challenged teachers at school level.
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METHODOLOGY

The section for methodology illustrates researgpreach and
design considered for current study. It has bed¢adhas an endeavor towards the
process of elucidating as well as justifying aptmof research design in terms of
apprehending the problem of the research. It issthece to imply the collection

of data as well as techniques to attain analysieetlata

Methodology is the general research strategy db#ines the way
in which research is to be undertaken and, amohgrahings, identifies the
methods to be used in it. These methods, descnibié® methodology, define the
means or modes of data collection or, sometimew, &specific result is to be

calculated(Howell 2013).

Methodology is the philosophical framework withwhich the
research is conducted or the foundation upon wtnehresearch is based (Brown,
2006). Methodology is the most important procedwafe research process.
According to Kothari (2008), research methodologyai method to analytically
explain the research problem. Research is donesragsically. Methodology
investigates the various stags that are generaijylemented by a scholar in

studying his problem of research in conjunctiorhviite reason behind them.

The success of any research work depends uposuitebility of
method, tool and techniques. To obtain the objestf the study, The qualitative
research design was used in the study. In-deptividudl interviews were
conducted with the visually challenged teacherdifferent stages of school

education. The method was based on the phenomeécallegethodology, as the
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researcher wished to describe the problems facedsoially challenged teachers
in their career as teachers. Snow ball samplingmade use of. Semi structured,
one-to-one interviews were conducted, and datayaedl| using the analytic
induction using constant comparison method is uskHus method uses in
gualitative research paradigm rooted in groundedorh Phenomenon is
explained on the basis of open-ended questioniraitbese type of researches,
data is usually collected in real life natural isgf$ and they are rich, descriptive

and extensive.

Qualitative data are verbal, subjective, uses shewosymbolic
material and rich are in depth descriptions usuailgsented in the form of words.
Analytic induction is a method of data analysissltesearch logic used to collect
data, develop analysis and to organize the presamtaf research findings. This
approach moves from the specific to general. Amalytduction was done by

using constant comparison method.

Constant comparison method is a method for anagydata in order
to develop a grounded theory. Glaser and Stra@&/jlsuggest that when used to
generate theory, the comparative analytical metheg describe can be applied to

social units of any size.

The present study entitted as “PROBLEMS FACED BY
VISUALLY CHALLENGED TEACHERS AT SCHOOL LEVEL” attemts to
find out academic and non- academic problems fdmed/isually challenged
teachers. The methodology adopted for the studgseribed under the following

headings.
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A. Variable of the study

B. Objectives of the study

C. Method Used for the study

D. Tool Used for Data Collection

E. Sample Used for the Study

F. Data Collection Procedure

G. Data Analysis

Variable of the study

All research studies are based around variablegarfable is the
characteristic or attribute of an individual, grougducational system, or the
environment that is of interest in a research stufariables can be
straightforward and easy to measure, such as geader or course of study.
Other variables are more complex, such as soci@&c@n status, academic
achievement, or attitude toward school. Variables/ ralso include an aspect of
the educational system, such as a specific teach&tgod or counseling program.
Characteristics of the environment may also berabigs, such as the amount of

school funding or availability of computers.

In the present study ‘problems of visually challedgeachers ’ is taken as the

variable.
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Objectives of the study

1 To identify the academic problems faced by theallgichallenged
teachers
2 To identify the non academic problems faced byaligichallenged

teachers

Method Used for the study

The method used for the study is the analytic atida using
constant comparison method. This method uses gtradit research paradigm

rooted in grounded theory.

Philosophical Foundation of Qualitative Resear ch

Qualitative research has its roots in anthropalquylosophy and
sociology. It was first used by anthropologists awadiologists as a method of
inquiry in the early decades of the twentieth centalthough it existed in a non-
structured form much earlier; researchers triedind out about cultures and
groups a long time before then both in their owd &reign settings and told
stories of their experiences. In the 1920s and 493@owever, social
anthropologists such as Malinowski (1922) and Mg#85), and sociologists of
the Chicago School, such as Park and Burgess (192®pted more focused
approaches. At that time, qualitative research stillselatively unsystematic and
journalistic (and much of it is now seen as unddieh Researchers reported

from the field the natural settings they studiegltiirey foreign places or the slums
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and street corners of their own cities by obserand talking to people about their

lives.

Since the 1960s qualitative research has expetkrec steady
growth, starting with the emergence of approachas fa symbolic interactionist
perspective (Becker, 1961) and the developmentairgled theory (Glaser and
Strauss, 1967). Filstead (1970) edited a volunteadings on qualitative research.
Publications in ethnography such as Spradley’'s §od®79, 1980) also gave
impetus to this type of approach. Sociologists amithropologists carried out most
of the research while academics and professionalsei education and healthcare
fields adapted these approaches for their own atasier journalistic methods
were abandoned because they were seen to lackr.rigmupsychological
phenomenology, Giorgi (1985) and Colaizzi (1978noag others, developed

phenomenological research approaches rooted idé¢has of Husserl.

Researchers who take these approaches do notsalygaythe term
‘qualitative research’; they adopt different labed®me call it naturalistic inquiry
(Lincoln and Cuba, 1985), field research (Burgd$€84; Delamont, 1992), case
study approaches (Stake, 1995; Travers, 2001) pirgve (or sometimes
interpretative) research (Bryman, 2001). Othersnseeuse the term ethnography
as an overall name for much qualitative researchjrfstance Hammersley and
Atkinson (1990). The latter highlight the lack of‘lsard and fast distinction
between ethnography and other sorts of qualitainguiry’ and stress the
diversity of qualitative approaches on the one hand the epistemological and
methodological similarities on the other. Althoutliere are differences between

gualitative approaches (Creswell, 1998), it is siomes difficult to find clear
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distinctions between them even though they canngoitant. All qualitative
research, however, focuses on the lived experienteraction and language of

human beings.

The methodology the underlying rationale and fraori of ideas
and theories determines approaches, methods aategsés to be adopted.
Qualitative researchers choose a variety of appesmand procedures to achieve
their aims. These include ethnography, groundedoryhe phenomenology,
conversation analysis, discourse analysis and catpe inquiry among others.
Some forms of social inquiry such as action redgaand feminist approaches

generally, though not always, use qualitative meéshend techniques.

Qualitative research is a form of social inquinatt focuses on the
way people interpret and make sense of their eepees and the world in which
they live. In the words of (Atkinson, Coffey and IBmont, 2001) it is an
‘umbrella term’, and a number of different approaslexist within the wider
framework of this type of research. Most of theseven the same aim: to
understand the social reality of individuals, gre@nd cultures. Researchers use
gualitative approaches to explore the behaviourspeetives, feelings and
experiences of people and what lies at the cordheir lives. Specifically,
ethnographers focus on culture and customs, grautig®rists investigate social
processes and interaction, while phenomenologistssider the meanings of
experience and describe the life world. Qualitativethodology is also useful in
the exploration of change or conflict. The basigjoélitative research lies in the
interpretive approach to social reality and in diescription of the lived experience

of human beings.
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‘Qualitative Research

Qualitative research is a scientific method ofewtsation to gather
non-numerical data, (Babbie, Earl, 2014). Whileuking on meaning-making
(Krauss, Steven, 2005)This often occurs througkecudy, personal experience,
introspection, life story, interview, artifacts, daicultural texts and productions,
along with observational, historical, interactignaind visual texts"( Denzin,
Norman K.; Lincoln, Yvonna S., eds. 2005). This @ypf research answers
guestions related to why or how a certain phenomenay occur, rather than how

often it occurs (Berg, Bruce Lawrence; Lune, Howa&@il 2).

Qualitative research is empirical research whieeedata are not in
the form of numbers (Punch, 1998).Qualitative redess multi method in focus,
involving an interpretive, naturalistic approachit® subject matter. This means
that qualitative researchers study things in tmaitural settings, attempting to
make sense of, or interpret, phenomena in terntseomeanings people bring to
them (Denzin and Lincoln (1994). Qualitative resbas defined as “primarily an
inductive process of organizing data into categorad identifying patterns
(relation) among categories”. Qualitative reseaish worked out under a
combination of observations, interview and documesdiews. It gives the
important of looking at variables in the naturattisg in which they are found.
Detailed data is gathered through the open-endedtigms that provide direct

guestions.

In qualitative research, the researcher is theamy instrument for

the data collection and analysis. It uses an indeicesearch strategy. This type of
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research build abstraction, concepts, theoriegrdhtan test existing theory in this
research all aspects of study are carefully dedigmefore data are collected

researcher is independent from what is being rekedr

Analyticinduction

Analytical induction is a method of data analydescribed by
Znaniecki (1934) who named the method and systeathtnany of the associated
ideas. Analytic induction can be contrasted witlinileg and using terms in
advance of research. Inductive approach is theysisabf data and examination of
practice problems within their own contexts rathigan from a pre-determined
theoretical basis. This approach moves from smetifigeneral. In this process,
we engage in the evaluation and comparison of thtaireed facts to reach a

conclusion. Analytic induction was done by usingstant comparison method.

Constant Comparison Method

The constant comparison method is a method fdlyzing data in
order to develop a grounded theory, constant casgramethod is used by the
researcher to develop concept from the data byngoaind analyzing at the same
time (Taylor & Bogdon,1998) it “combines in systdinalata collection, coding
and analysis with theoretical sampling in ordergenerate a theory that is
integrated, close to the data, and expressed wrra tlear enough for further

testing”.

Constant comparison method combines inductivegoayecoding
with a simultaneous comparison of all social inotdebserved. Comparison is

also the dominant principle of the inductive anasly®ocess as in other tradition



Methodology 64

of qualitative research. The art of comparisontbado with creative process when
gathering and analyzing data (Strauss & Corbin,0198 constant comparison
method each piece of data must be compared withy etber piece of relevant

data.
Grounded theory

Glaster and Strauss developed grounded theoryeguoe, written
in their book The Discovery of Grounded Theory (ZP6t is a type of qualitative
research method that allows theory/ theories torgendrom the data that is
collected. Grounded theory research followers gesyatic yet flexible process to
collect data, code the data, make connection aadwvbat theory / theories are
generated or are built from the data. The mainréutaf grounded theory research
is the development of new theory through the ctibecand analysis of data about
a phenomenon. It goes because phenomenology betteanexplanation that
emerge are generally new knowledge and are usgevilop new theories about a

phenomenon.
Data collection method and tools

For the purposes of this research, in depth irdets were used. In
depth interviews are personal and unstructureaviees, whose aim is to identify
participant’'s emotions, feelings, and opiniongareling a particular research
subject. The main advantage of personal intervievikat they involve personal
and direct contact between interviewers and ingsvees, as well as eliminate
non-response rates, but interviewers need to Haveloped the necessary skills

to successfully carry an interview (Fisher, 2004lson, 2003).
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As far as data collection tools were concernegl ctinduction of the
research involved the use of semi-structured quessire, which was used as an
interview guide for the researcher. Some certaagstjons were prepared, so as for
the researcher to guide the interview towards #itisfaction of research

objectives, but additional questions were made @meved during the interviews

Tool Used for Data Collection

For each and every type of research we need genstruments to
gather new facts or to explain new field. The imstent theory employed as
means are called tools. The researcher must beukare developing the
instrument for the study in order to enhance italipp and purpose. The
investigator used semi-structured interview. Setmiesured interviews which are
interviews that allow the researcher to have flditypin the way she asked
guestions were utilized in interviewing the visyalthallenged teachers. The
researcher wished to accurately capture the dataam result all the interviews
were tape-recorded. After the interviews were tteahed and analyzed, the data

was destroyed for confidentiality purposes.

For the purpose of Interview the investigator dewed an interview
schedule it contains open ended questions. Herecetbkstigator developed open-
ended questionnaire for assessing the academiocamdacademic problems faced

by visually challenged teachers

Open-ended questionnaire visually challenged teachers

Questionnaire (open-ended questions) was usedibedhey gave

desired factual information (Best and Khan, 199Bjey are simple to use
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compared to observation and experiments (Koth@42 He maintains that the

technique was does not exert much pressure onmréspts.

Description of open-ended questionnaire

The questionnaire have two parts each part can&mnquestions ;
the first section contains the academic problendssatond part contains the non-
academic problems faced by visually challengedhteisc The first part of first
item intended to goal the class room managemerniedigas what they have to
faces. The second question about what are constthey have face about the
availability of resources. Moreover, in the saneenithave another question that is,
can you suggest any remedy for that. Then the ftiprestion was what are the
challenges they face while using Teaching Learmis. If it had been queried,
they should express their experience. The reseamsiwires through the fourth

guestion, what are the issues you encounter whiteucting an examination.

Then the fifth question focused on the opinionwbdmwmw they cop
up with new changes in their own teaching subjédte final question about how
they find out the additional reading materialstfogir professional enrichment and

planning of lessons. What are the solutions toestiis problem?

The second part consist the questions about ncademic maters,
the very first question is about their involvemanivork shop activities conducted
in schools. the second question is also relatethéo involvement in field or
excursion conducted in their schools. The thirdstjpe also seek their attitude

and involvement in sports activities and annualostlathletic meets, what are
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their contribution to smooth going of these atid and the challenges they

experienced in non- academic area in their career.

Sample Used for the Study

According to Kothari (2008), a sample is a setespondent from a
large population for collecting information. Thaeams sample is a small group of
respondent drawn from a population about which seaecher is interested in

getting information to arrive in to conclusionstims study.

A good sample of population is the one that wilbquce the

characteristic of the population with a great aacur(Cornell, 1960)

The investigator collected data from 60 visualhalenged teachers
at different stages of school educatidrhat was,20 teachers from elementary
stages30 visually challenged teachers from secondaryldhsisually challenged
teachers Higher secondary stage from Malappuramkantikodedistricts. The
investigator selected those samples because eattte adtages of teaching has
different academic and non -academic problems andili help to constant
comparison based on the problems faced by the deadt different levels of

schooling .

Moreover, the most important thing is the selecsaghples are
visually challenged teachers at different stageseathing. Therefore, the best-
opted sample of this study. The investigator dexitiechoose such number of
respondent in depth and qualitative informationrfrinem. In this study snow ball

sampling technique is used.
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Data Collection Procedure

After the selection of sample, the investigatodm&uestionnaire
for the interview. It consists 12 questions, amdrgquestions 6 questions are

related to academic and remaining 6 are relatedne academic matters

The investigator visit the schools where the teextworked. The
investigator approach the principal and seek peionsto conduct an interview
with the teachers those who are visually challengéor the easy and smooth
going of data collection investigator selected snball sampling technique.
Through this technique the investigator collecteakimum data from kozhikode

and Malappuram districts.

Induction analysis and Category Construction

Inductive approach is the analysis of data andméxation of
practice problem within their own context rathearthfrom a predetermined
theoretical basis. This approach moves from spmetifigeneral. It is also known

as “bottom up” approach.

Steps included in the process of inductive analysashe following:

1. Begin collecting data

2. Look for key problems, recurrent events, or adggiin the data that
become categories for focus

3. Collect data that provide many incidents of theegaties of focus with an
eye to seeing the diversity of the dimensions utiteicategories

4. Write about the description of categories
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5. Work with data and discover social process relatign
6. Engage in sampling, coding and writing as the asislfipcus on the core

categories

In the present study, the investigator went thiotige responses for
the questionnaire provided to participants in detai order to identify the
problems of visually challenged teachers at diffedevels of school education,
the investigator goes to the detailed analysisaif dvhich presented under the
following two parts. Part 1: list of academic pramis of visually challenged
teachers. Part 2: List of non- academic problentedaby visually impaired
teachers. The present study was to analyze indilgtihe academic and non -
academic problems of visually impaired teacherbe major categories identified
to categories. The investigator coded each of thresennection to the problems
obtained through data collection. Based on the alboding the list of observation
can categorize by attaching code. Based on thimgade can inductively analyze

the observations under headings.

The participants for this study consist of (6Gp@ndents, including
teachers from elementary (20)secondary (30) andhehigsecondary(10)The
investigator decided to choose such number of refgmats to extract in depth and
gualitative information from them. In this studyosw ball sampling technique is
used. The population is very small among the mipgropulation the investigator
choose the above mentioned numbers of samples img un- probability
sampling method and among the non probability nashibe researcher choose
snow ball sampling method for getting relevant amakimum number of samples

for this study .
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Chapter 1V

ANALYSISAND INTERPRETATION OF DATA



Analysis and Interpretation of data 71

ANALYSISAND INTERPRETATION OF DATA

Ultimate goal of any research is to find out sauatifor the existing problems.
Outcome can be measured by the systematic analf/sisllected information.
Information can be collect in the form of qualit@ior quantitative data. Data is
raw information which can be analysed by applyiogrect statistical technique.
Data analysis is very crucial stage because rdser@@analyse collected data and
meaningfully interpret analysed data to infer caswn. It is important also
because we can generalize derived conclusion dge laopulation. Data analysis is

considered to be important step and heart of theareh in research work.

Data analysis and interpretation is the procésssigning meaning
to the collected information and determining thenatosions, significance and
implications of the findings. It is an importantdaaxciting step in the process of

research

Data analysis is the process of extracting infeionafrom data
.Data analysis is a method in which data is caié@nd organized so that no one
can derive helpful information from it. In other wis, the main purpose of data
analysis to look what is trying to tell us. Analysf data means studying the
organized material in order to discover inherestdaStatistical techniques have
contributed greatly in gathering, organizing, asalyg and interpreting numerical

data. (Koul, 2014)

The present study intended to find out the academdt non-academic problems
faced by visually impaired teachers in Kerala. Gamiscomparison method was

used to analyse the data. Constant comparison thetbbmbines inductive
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category coding with a simultaneous comparisonllodaial incidents deserved.
The constant comparison method constitutes theerythe method of comparing
and contrasting is used for practically all intelleal tasks during analysis.
Categories are formed and the boundaries of caesgare established. This
chapter describes the details of the analysisefitita collected by the researcher

from the true representatives of the population.

Qualitative data was collected through interviemigh 60 visually
challenged teachers, those who teach in school. |&le type of interview
conducted was semi-structured interview. Intervieavs regarded as a strong
method since they eliminate the restrictions faoeithe tests and surveys that are
based on writing and filling out, and reveal thdagaviews, experiences and
emotions of individuals in a more effective manr&s.explained in the research
methodology chapter, a semi-structured intervielewad us to understand the

phenomena from the subject’s point of view.

The interviewees are asked systematic and apptepguestions.
The interviewees have the freedom to express whatbey want in any way they
wish. Depending on the course of the interview, sheveyor may influence the
course of the interview through different side ab-guestions, allowing the
individual to elaborate on their answers. With tieishnique, the survey can obtain
systematic and comparable information. Semi-strecktunterview technique is
favored and preferred by researchers due to thmicelevel of standard and

flexibility it offers
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As anonymity was guaranteed as part of the irggnprocess, it is
not possible to name the interviewees. The reseambnducted all the face-to-
face interviews. The interviews lasted between 30utes to 1 hour’s duration.
The interviews were semi-structured and an intervielide was used to ensure
that there were some standard topics that werered\across all interviews. The
interviewer asked only the relevant and significguiestions related to their

academic and non-academic problems they face wdalshing.

The researcher recorded the interview with phoeeabse of their
convenience. After this began the process of cothegissues discussed in these
interviews. During the coding stage, all the intew recordings were heard and
major issues discussed were identified and clasksiiihe topics for the interviews
were already designed to cover the academic prablanmd non -academic
problems faced by them. There for it was not diftico build common themes

and assign the codes under their respective themes.

The objective, as in the case of blind teachetsrinews, was to find out the

relevant set of data that would best represenpithielems faced by them.

One important point to be made clear at this stajere analysing
the interview data is that at the beginning of th&erviews, the researcher
explained and clarified the term academic problams$ non-academic problems.

This was necessary as it became clear during teeviaws.

Qualitative data analysis consists of analysingt, telescribing
information and Developing themes. The followingjonahemes emerged during

the sixty interviews with the visually challengeelathers who were asked to
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discuss various problems related to their teacpiugession. They are academic

problems and non-academic problems;

In order to identify the problems faced by theuaity impaired
teachers, the investigator goes to the detailetysineof data which is presented

under the following two parts.

a) Academic problems

b) Non-academic problems

Part 1 Academic Problems Faced by Visually challenged Teachers

The present study was to analyse inductively tdaslemic problems
and non- academic problems faced by visually chgéld teachers. In this section
the researcher try to list out the academic probléwed by visually challenged

teachers for total sample.

Academic problems faced by visually challengedcheas of
various schools were collected. The investigatondoot a semi-structured
interview with them, and responses were recordadgusobile phone voice
recorder and analysed the obtained data inductivBlgst of the visually
challenged teachers were facing many academicssslated to their teaching
profession. List of academic problems faced by aliguchallenged teachers is

mentioned in Table 1.
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List of academic problems faced by visually chajeshteachers

Class room challenges
Balancing diverse learning needs
Text book exposure to learning
Teaching method and technique
Adaptation in teaching —learning process
Teaching language skills

Lack of resources

Class room management
preparing the instructional aids
Inclusive class room challenges
Use of smart class room

Adjusting to the reality of applying

Activity-centred learning in the classroom.

deciding the selection of appropriate

teaching method with the new curriculum

Lack of team work

Changing educational trends

Lack of teaching materials

Teaching style

Collaboration with students

Use of black board

Scarce of modern technologies to deliver
content.

unavailability of educational technologies
Crowded Diagrams in Course books
Lack of Controlled Lighting from
Classrooms

Lack of school facilities implementing the

curricular plans

The major problems are categorised the aboveflsategories of academic

problems faced by visually challenged teachersraetioned in Table 2.
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Table 2

List of categories of academic problems faced byally challenged teachers.

« Class room management problems
« Teaching learning problems
« Technological Problems

« Curricular problems
The investigator coded each of these in connettidhe list of problems obtained

through data collection using the following codes mentioned in Table 3.

Table 3

List of codes of academic problems faced

« Classroom management problems (CM.P.)
« Teaching Leaning problems (TL.P)
« Technological problems ( T.P)

« Curricular problems (C.P)

Based on the above coding the list of observataombe categorized by attaching
code. List of observations categorized by codeassctoom management problems

is mentioned in Table 4.
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Table 4

List of observations categorized by code — classronanagement problems

(CM.P)

» Balancing diverse learning needs

» Adaptation in teaching —learning process

» Class room management

* Inclusive class room challenges

» Adjusting to the reality of applying Activity-cemd learning in the
classroom.

* Collaboration with students

* Lack of team work

* Changing educational trends

List of observations categorized by code —teacheeayning problems (TL.P) is

mentioned in Table 5.
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Table 5

List of observations categorized by code —teachemyning problems (TL.P)

» Text book exposure to learning

» Teaching language skills

» Lack of resources

» Assigning groups among learners
» preparing the instructional aids

» Lack of teaching materials

» Use of black board

» Crowded Diagrams in Course books

List of observations categorized by code -Techriokdgroblems (T.P) is

mentioned in Table 6.

Table 6

List of observations categorized by code -Techno&bgroblems (T.P)

» Use of smart class room
» scarce of modern technologies to deliver content

» unavailability of educational technologies

List of observations categorized by code — Curacproblems (C.P) is mentioned

in Table 7.
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Table 7

List of observations categorized by code — Curacyproblems (C.P)

» deciding the selection of appropriate teachinghoetvith the new curriculum

» Lack of school facilities implementing the curriauplans

Discussion

The academic problems faced by visually challertgadhers as per the data
obtained from sixty teachers from various schoal$ lavels of schooling from
Malappuram, and kozhikode districts were categdrimeder four categories

They are

» Classroom management problems (CM.P.)
» Teaching Leaning problems (TL.P)
» Technological problems (T.P)

* Curricular problems (C.P)

Classroom management problems (CM.P.)

Class room management

Teachers with visual impairment faces far gredifficulties and
crisis in managing classes. This is a fact, thathogh school classes are highly
populated it is an herculean task to handle the-ocwewded class by a normal
teacher. Even normal teachers often fails at 8aswhat about a visually impaired
teacher? There is about fifty to sixty childrenarclass, they all have unique

individuals. They have different attitudes, intéree and so. Putting them all
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together is a very difficult task. It is a commaghg for children to make noises in
classes to control them is a big crisis for a viguzhallenged teacher. In addition,
students take the disability of teacher as an adganto communicate by using
sign languages while teacher taking the class. ReFacwith visual defects often

fail to detects this the result is the smooth gahthe class is lost.

Balancing the different lear ning needs of students

Every student who is different in interest, atléulearning style and
intelligence. Some struggle with learning and negtla help. Some learn really
well when they read the text, and others when tiségn to a lecture or when they
work the problems out on their own. Some learneesvasual learners, some are
kinaesthetic learners so the teacher demonstrate skills with their body
movements its difficult task for a blind teachemsain overcrowded class, but if

they have electronic wicking stick the problem silve.

Inclusive classroom challenges

Inclusive class rooms have students with variasahilities. Since
each student is a unique case, the teacher musftyntbeir lessons to suit each
disabled learner by providing individualized edimat programs. It is very
difficult to a visually challenged teacher to degth a hearing impaired and dump
students in their class room, they feel difficutt tommunicate using sign
language, fully visually impaired teacher could m=ntify the reply or sign given
by a hearing impaired learner as a response andreither important challenge
faced by visually impaired teacher in inclusivesslaoom is including all students

in all activities. Special needs inclusion classnsomust be able to involve its
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students in all classroom activities. Teachers rteeaddress how the classroom
will communicate with each other and encouragei@pédtion. If there is a lack of
adaptive equipment or adaptive communication amguage tools, it makes it
difficult for teachers to function as a united sla®m. The other difficulty is to
prepare individualized lesson plans. Because theeevarying abilities in the
classroom, teachers can be challenged to addmisglural academic needs based

on ability and adapt the activities based on leggr@sabilities.

Adjusting to thereality of applying Activity- centered learningin the

classroom.

There are different types of crisis faced by vilsuahallenged
teachers in applying activity — centered learningclass room. The challenges
are, disciplinary problems, overcrowded classroams time constraints, made it
impossible to practice learner-centred teachifl the participants those who
under gone the interview agreed that classroomipliise remained a concern.
They explained that they could not control the neas who disrupted classroom
activities and therefore no learner support coddglven. Even assessment was
not always possible. The learners kept talking,ghaog, walking around
aimlessly, and making noises, even after being @dthat such behaviour would
not be tolerated. One participant testified: “I wanh imagine learner-centred
teaching in classrooms, as my co -workers nornedhers all agree that they all

experience out-of-control behaviour of learners.”

A second challenge, identified by all 60 particiiz was teaching

in overcrowded classrooms. The participants agteadwhen a classroom has a
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large number of learners sitting in close proximttye chatter becomes loud and
everyone has to shout in order to be heard. Oreipant declared that “even the
best teaching strategies have no effect in ovemeowclassrooms.” Another

participant was convinced that learner-centredhieac

“Can only be successful in classrooms with [a] lmwmber of learners.”

The third challenge that the participants ideatifwas about time
constraint majority of the participants mentionbkdttlearner-centred teaching was
time-consuming. Due to overcrowding, learners becammanageable, and it is

virtually impossible to enforce discipline.

Collaboration with students

It is one of the main crisis faced by visually béaged teachers is
maintain a good collaboration with learners in t&ag process, especially in
group activities. Due to their disabilities and peeowdedness in class room the
teachers are unable to walk in the class room a&sdsa the progress of each

group. Teacher can only give the massive diredbomhole class.

Teaching Leaning problems (T.L.P)

Text book exposure to learning: textbook is a sewf information
for a learner in class rooms, it also a referenmekbor a teaching aid for the
teachers. It help the teachers to prepare lessams pprepare teaching learning

materials, test papers etc.
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Lack of Brailed text books.

In the early days, visually impaired teachers usedrelied on
braille. The visually challenged teachers were ddkeread out the text book to
normal teachers or their friends and the visuatipaired teachers were copied it
to braille while they were read. Later some impairthooks were printed in
braille. But it was a big expensive job, there feicently visually impaired

teachers found to difficult access text books.

Teaching language skills

Language is a skilled subject, even normal teaches felt it very
difficult to teach the language skills such as negd writing, listening and
speaking. The visually challenged teachers fely \esfficult in teaching writing
skills especially in early stages of educationatem, or the elementary classes.
The visually impaired teachers are unable to uaekiboard effectively .And also
in inclusive class have different ability studersisme students grasp the language

elements very easily some very slow so it diffitalteach language skills

Selecting quality materialsasinstructional aids

Quality instructional materials are essential @aching learning
process .The process of selecting quality mateinalsdes determining the degree
to which they are consistent with the goals, pples, and criteria developed in
the Kerala Curriculum frame work. The teachers vpaoticipate the interview
pointed out that ‘teaching can only be effectiveewhadequate and relevant
instructional materials are used. Inadequacy dfrucsonal resources can be a

great challenge to the teaching and learning’. Bryeteacher need to prepare
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relevant and most suitable learning aids for tlobriss. It is very difficult to
prepare charts, and mind maps etc. in manuallythéf school provide such
learning aids the difficulty will be solve. Otheseiit’'s remain a big challenge for

a visually impaired teacher.

Use of black board

Use of blackboard help to converting the tacitwlealge to explicit
or codified knowledge form it help the learner temorise the mater very clearly.
The black boards the mind share of the classrodatkBoard as teaching aids is
very important tools used by a teacher to facdit@iarning and improve reading
and others skills. It is used to reinforce skilisfacts and relieve anxiety, fears or
boredom because teaching aid is like a game Howiineeblack board is a big
threat to the teacher with visual impairment whao'tase it. Teachers use black
board to teach effectively but a visually impairedcher unable to use it. The
interviewees suggested that instead of black bsandol can use project system

in class rooms it help to overcome the hinder efube of black board.

Crowded Diagramsin Cour se books

The course books that have been used in our sshasally have
images, figures and diagrams that are not cleartlagid explanation is also not
adequately provided. When the explanation is natiland coherent in textbooks,
then the teachers themselves experience probleohsclaalenges in acquiring
understanding of the concepts. This is apparenwthan the teachers themselves,
will not be able to understand the concepts bettem they will not be able to

make the students understand. Therefore, it isl ¥ftat course books and
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textbooks for the visually impaired teachers shdu#dcoherent and information

should be understandable

Assigning Groups among students

New method of teaching the constructivist approaelys that
learners create their own knowledge through thepedences. It insists the
collaborative or group work of the learner’s. Se thachers made groups among
the learners. we know that our class rooms haverdiit types of learners so the
teacher should care to made a heterogeneous gnooipgathe learners according
to their abilities The group work has been clasdifinto three forms, these
include, whole class, small group work and workimgpairs. In the case of group
work, assignments or projects are given to indiglduso that they are able to
collaborate and integrate with each other. Whelividdals work as a group or as
pairs, they are able to enhance their learningnim@propriate manner. They are
able to share ideas and suggestions with each, adbethat one can augment
learning and understanding. Working in groups alouse pleasure and
satisfaction within the mind-sets of the studefitse visually impaired teachers
feel difficult to form the heterogeneous groups agiearners and they took more
time for it than the normal teachers because ohifle number of the students in a

class room.

L ack of Resources—

The visually impaired teachers, who belong to kel
marginalized and backward sections of the teachnofession so usually are not

able to make provision of resources and mater@lgshemselves, as they do not
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have a proper source of resources to teach stulfrsisof our resource materials
are in printable form it is difficult to assess Wisually impaired teacher, and if it
convert to braille it take lot of time and need rapnThe libraries should provide
the reference materials and source books in aodio it solve the problem of lack

of resources up to an extent.

Technological problems (T.P)

Technology is perhaps the strongest factor shaghiegducational

landscape today.

Many schools are showing support for increasedel$evof
technology in the classroom by providing hardwarehsas tablets and computers,
enhancing internet connectivity, and Implementinggpams designed to improve

computer literacy for teachers.

Although teachers generally appreciate the benefiteducational
technologies, they often find smooth and effectitegration of new educational
technologies challenging. From acquisition of neschhology equipment to
adaptation of curricula and teaching techniquesntorporate new educational
tools, technology integration presents significalnéllenges to educators at each
level of school systems. The visually impaired heas also felt anxiety and
worries to use the technology because of lackanhitng to the use of technology

in class rooms



Analysis and Interpretation of data 87

Use of smart classroom:

Smart rooms are common in our schools, teache&ruse smart
classrooms to deliver the curricular content tcheas, and teachers are not dare
to use the smart classrooms because inadequaténgraielated to the use of

technology. If teachers are not provided effective

Professional development on new technologies, th#lynot be

capable of using it to its full potential.

Scar ce of moder n technologiesto deliver content

Lack of insufficient trainings during pre-servi@gnd in service
training programmes the teachers are scare tohgsenbdern technologies like

Google class room, Neo pad , etc.

Preparation of slidesfor power point presentation

Most of our schools doesn’'t have the audio texttlse blind
teachers felt very difficult to create the slides the power point presentation.
And they are agreed that they not get enough tgirio use the resent
technologies in their in-service training progransmé&hey only get the training

for use of lap top or computer in their acadenaieer in-service programme.

Curricular problems (C.P)

Curriculum is a planned interaction of pupils witistructional
content, materials, resources and processes fduatwvey the attainment of

educational goals. Curriculum implementation ineslvthe daily classroom
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activities that the teacher is involved in, thatmbar students’ progress and
evaluate the performance of the students. Teaclaees responsible for
implementing the curriculum and deciding if it iaving the desired effect on
students learning. The all participants in the rwvieav agreed that the
implementation of the curriculum faces many proldetmey are the shortage of
teaching and learning resources, Lack of in-sertri@@ing on new curriculum to
teachers and staff development methods, Lack ofjsate time to cover the
curriculum. Shortage of time and the content of tlkericulum, Overcrowded

classrooms Student assessment. Etc.

Deciding the selection of appropriate teaching method with the new

curriculum

Our new curriculum suggested activity centrediculum, and it is
based on the theory of constructivist learning thet states that learner create
their own knowledge from their own experience sotdmachers provide maximum
opportunity to feel or experience what they leanna real life context , it's very
difficult to create such an atmosphere in the classn by a visually impaired

teacher alone, This was the opinion of all teactieyse who participate this study.

Part Il Non-academic Problems Faced by Visually challenged Teachers

The present study was to analyse inductively te@l@mic problems
and non- academic problems faced by visually chgéld teachers. In this section
the researcher try to list out the Non- academicbigms faced by visually

challenged teachers for total sample.
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Non-academic problems faced by visually challenggathers of
various schools were collected. The investigatondoot a semi-structured
interview with them, and responses were recordedgumobile phone voice
recorder and analysed the obtained data inductivBlgst of the visually
challenged teachers were facing many non- acadéssites related to their
teaching profession. List of Non- academic probléaced by visually challenged

teachers is mentioned in Table 8.

Table 8

List of Non- academic problems faced by visualblleinged teachers

Large number of students in the class room

* Problems related to examination invigilator

* Problems related to Work shop co ordination

» Problems related to school Arts day activities

* Problems related to school Sports day activities

* Problems related to field trip

Discussion

Non- academic problems faced by visually impatesthers are the
problem of increased number of students in classneas ranked first, in addition
to abusive words inside classroom, penetrationaaf babits, low achievement,
love cleanliness level, and maltreatment of teachkis result is consistent with

regarding low academic achievement; excessive studembers in a classroom,
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poor achievement of students and failure to dar themework assignments. The
authors attribute the problem of visually challesh¢ggachers faced in classroom to
many reasons, lack of facilities, the building stame of the school, lack of
disability friendly infrastructure in schools. Crdedness in classroom impedes
student teaching and increases poor achievemeatugedhe inability of teacher
to monitor large numbers of students in the clamsrothereby low classroom
management and increased behavioural problemspagkbence of homework

assignments due to teacher's limited ability

Large number of studentsin the Classroom

The more pupils in the classroom, the more theenand distraction
increases, and so overcrowded classrooms are bad rier focus and
concentration. And pupils with additional needshsas dyslexia, dysgraphia and
other learning disabilities may not get all theeation they need in normal
teachers so its increases in the case of visudlgllenged teachers. Visually

challenged teachers’ face problem in managing lise in overcrowded

Classroom. Teachers’ faces difficulty to focusstudents who are
not paying attention in learning process. Teach&sks problem in securing
pupils total attention during lesson in an overated class room. Teachers face
difficulty in sitting arrangement in an overcrowdgdssroom. Visually challenged
teachers’ faces walking difficulties in an overesigth or highly populated class
rooms. Most of the problems faced by visually aradled teachers are related to

over strength of intake learners in a class roothteachers who took part the
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study they are unanimously argued that reducettbagth of students in the class

room as per the KER.

Workshop related challenges

Workshops are an educational seminar or seriesmeétings
emphasizing interaction and exchange of informaaomong students .Teachers
are the key to planning and implementing an effeatducational workshops for
students. Teachers are highly responsible for setethe appropriate materials ,
topic etc. for the workshop. The visually impaitedches all are said unanimously
that they are take part school workshop programimgs they faces some
challenges while conducting workshops for studdike choose appropriate
educational materials, adapting the workshop enuient to meet the student’s
needs; working individually with the students theg® slow learner or need extra
care. They are agreed that they can't do the woykshctivities as a normal

teachers do.

Challenges faced in examination

Student assessment is a critical aspect of thehiteg and learning
process. It enables teachers to measure the gfaess of teaching with student
performance to specific learning objectives. Theeasment is done based on the
students’ educational experiences. There are iateand external assessment
systems in schools, so the teachers feel difficulissess the learners works , its
beauty and such qualities are cannot evaluatedubeaat their defects .When the

visually impaired teachers are appointed as inafigil the learners do some mal-
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practices or copying answers from other studentsopying from other sources .

Students miss behave in the examination hall.

Problems Related to Field Trips

New curriculum focuses on learning by doing. Hued that learner
construct their knowledge from their own experiesoethe teachers provide real
life experience to the learner hence field expegeis an essential part for today’s
education system. We all know that field work genes interest in students
bringing about pupils awareness of resources aoblgms of the local area, etc.
Fieldwork as a method of teaching has been defaw@ science of selecting,
observing, evaluating and reporting informationairspecific area. Fieldwork in
education is very beneficial to students. It mdegaand enhances students’
interests and also provides them with sound andcrete basis for
conceptualization. Despite the numerous benefit$iedilwork in teaching and
learning visually challenged teachers faces a numwibehallenges using fieldwork
in teaching and learning ,first they need the llpther teachers to assist him /
her in the trip .The large class size does not el visually challenged teacher
to organise fieldwork for their students. Contrmdlithe entire classroom in a new
surrounding can also be a challenge. It may becditfto enforce rules on a field
trip and foster a valuable learning experienceesisitidents may be tempted to
wander away from the group, misbehave on the buwssen become loud at the

museum or the visiting places etc.
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Challengesfaced in sportsday celebration

Sports and physical activities are not separate four educational
system. Physical activities are essential for allnd development of a learner.
Every school conduct annual school sports medhanmeet every teachers have
their own duties in it, there are some limitatiam ¥isually impaired teachers to
participate in school sports activities. Howeveeythalso involved in the back
ground activities such as announcement, encourhgéren to take part such

activities. Due to their defect they cannot invallie track and field activities

Challenges faced in Artsday celebration

School arts festivals are the cradles of the stisdeartistic and
cultural development. They have become the forurereityoung artistic talents
are discovered. Dance, music in various forms, tpen modeling, writing,
dramatics and mimes are all presented at theseeatdiops. These festivals give
students an opportunity to express their artistid kterary talents. The teachers
with visually impairment try to maximize their albyl in arts activities in schools.
They can't fully involve the activities becausetbéir defect. Even though they
took part some small small activities such as anoement, encouragement,

curtain raiser etc.

Problemsrelated to school buildings

Most of the schools do not have physical fac#itier visually
impaired teachers. Majority schools do not havetem and learning facilities for

visually impaired teachers. The schools do not Hdiseability friendly ramp for
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walking the class rooms do not have proper lightiflge class rooms do not have

the reading stand to place the braille text boakkather assistant equipment.
Conclusion

In the present chapter researcher analysed agwgbiated the
obtained data and discussed the result. In theamayiter summary of the research
work, major findings, implication and suggestionrevenade for the future

research.
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Chapter V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

e Study in Retrospect

e Variable of the study

e Objective of the study

e Methodology

e Inductive analysis and category construction obpms faced by visually
challenged teachers

e Educational implication of the study

e Suggestions for further study
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

This chapter is the concluding part of the redeastudy, which
explains briefly the entire process of the studyisithapter provides an over view
of the important aspects of the stages of condgdtie study, the major findings
and their educational implications and suggestfongurther studies in the same

field.

Study in Retrospect

The present study entitted aPROBLEMS FACED BY THE VISUALLY

CHALLENGED TEACHERS AT SCHOOL LEVEL .

Variables of the study

The variable selected for the proposed studyagtioblems of

visually challenged teachers at school level

Objectives of the study

1. To find out the academic problems faced by visuetiigllenged teachers at
school level
2. To find out the non-academic problems faced byallgichallenged

teachers at school level.
Hypotheses of the study

Best (2003), defines a hypothesis is a shrewdsgolemference that
is formulated and provisionally adopted to explalmserved facts or conditions

and to guide in further investigation.
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The following null hypotheses were formulated hg investigator

for the present study

1. There will be various academic problems have fdmedsually challenged
teachers at school level
2. There will be different types of non- academic peofs faced by visually

challenged teachers at school level

Methodology

Methodology is an important part of any reseatalys as it guides
the way to proceed. The methodology used for tlesemt study is given briefly

under the following headings

Design of the study

Decisions regarding what, where, when, how muchvbgt means
concerning an inquiry or a research study constitesearch design. The research
design is the conceptual structure within whicheagsh is conducted. It
constitutes the blue print for the collection, measment and analysis of data.
(Kothari, 2004) A research design is a blue prihthe study which is being
conducted by the researcher. It is a plan, stracamd strategy of investigation.

The researcher selected qualitative design fostilnay.

Sample selected for the study

The population considered for the present studyvisually
challenged teachers at school level in Kerala. Jthey will be carried out on a

sample of 60visually challenged teachers at scleal from Malappuram and
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Kozhikode, districts had taken as the true repitasge sample for the study. The

researcher used snowball sampling technique totdble samples for the study.

Tools used for the study

A tool is the means by which data are collectedo@® may be in
the form of questionnaire, a test, a rating scalaminventory. A questionnaire is
defined as a systematic compilation of questioas &he administered to a sample

of population from which information is desired.

The investigator used semi structured interview tfee study to
collect relevant and accurate data from the selesaenple. The investigator used

open ended questionnaire for collect relevant data

Analytic Technique

Qualitative analysis of data using Analytic Indocti

Inductive Analysis and Category Construction of Acaemic and Non —

academic problems faced by visually challenged telaers at school level

Inductive analysis or constant comparison methad warried out
with the number of responses of the participantgie total sample and analyzed
inductively and category was made for academic raowk academic problems

faced by visually challenged teachers.

With the aim of assessing the academic and nadesmic
problems faced by visually challenged teacherstad level. The investigator

used open ended questionnaire for collected thmnses by conducting a semi
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structured interview. The investigator interviewgtlvisually challenged teachers
from Malappuram and Kozhikode districts from Kersilate at school level of
educational sector. The investigator analyzed #ia dnder the following two

parts

Part 1. Academic problems faced by visually ch@éshteachers at school level

Part Il: Non- academic problems faced by visuafigltenged teachers at school

level

Part I: Academic problems faced by visually challeged teachers at school

level

The present study was to analyze inductively ttemlamic and non-
academic problems faced by visually impaired teecla¢ school level for total
sample. The investigator selected 60 teachers different sectors of school level
of education from Malappuram and Kozhikode distriot Kerala state the
investigator used semi structured interview with tielp of a questionnaire, the
responses are recorded and analyzed inductivelly.th® teachers are faced
different type of academic and non —academic problan their teaching

profession.

The responses were categorized with regard to atageoblems are categorized

Then the data was analyzed inductively when it vea®aled that
there are many academic problems and non —acageatitems are faced visually
challenged teachers in their teaching professione Rcademic and non —

academic problems faced by visually challenged hexac in their profession
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distinguished as list of problems and category tanson was made and show in

table 9.

Table9

List of academic problems and a category construction

Class room management problems (CM.P)

. Balancing diverse learning needs

. Adaptation in teaching —learning process

. Class room management

. Inclusive class room challenges

. Adjusting to the reality of applying Activity-cégred learning in the classroom.
. Collaboration with students

. Lack of team work

. Changing educational trends

Teaching Learning problems (TL.P)

. Text book exposure to learning

. Teaching language skills

. Lack of resources

. Assigning groups among learners

. preparing the instructional aids

. Lack of teaching materials

. Use of black board

. Crowded Diagrams in Course books

Technological problems (T.P)

. Use of smart class room
. scarce of modern technologies to deliver content
. unavailability of educational technologies

Curricular problems (C.P)
. deciding the selection of appropriate teachirhod with the new curriculum
. Lack of school facilities implementing the cutriar plans
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Discussion

The investigator coded each of these in conneduothe list of
academic problems obtained through data collectRased on this coding the
investigator observed the responses are inductevedyyzed. From these analyses
to reveal have many academic problems are facedsbglly challenged teachers
in their profession that includes; Class room managnt problems
(CM.P),teaching Learning problems  (TL.P),Technatagji problems

(T.P),Curricular problems (C.P).

Academic problems faced by visually challenged tebers

This study discusses to establish that have meageanic and non -
academic problems faced by visually impaired teesche their professional
career. As regard minority of the population, notyoin the institution but also
whole in the teachers community, Majority of thadleers pointed out that most of
the academic problems are related to resourceslagkhof audio texts, lack of
Braille text books, it hinder the performance oindl teachers, they need to
convert the text into audio form with the help loéir friends or co —workers, or it
convert into braille it is a huge task it need lotsnoney. The next major problem
is related to over strength of the class rooms iary difficult to handle the class
room by a visually challenged teachers. Due to higtio of learners create

discipline problems in learning activities, grougpirtc.

Non-academic problems faced by visually challenggdachers

All teachers agreed that they are face non- acederablems such
as the unfriendly structure of the school buildjrtge position of the classrooms,

the class room arrangement, lighting in the classnr etc. ;Majority agreed that
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they faces problems in examination duty studergstake their disability as an
opportunity for malpracticing. Some of the teachagreed that they face
difficulties in take part the school extracurriquéetivities such as sports and arts

and other related activities.

From the study the investigator reached the caimtuthat majority
of the visually challenged teachers face the problenost of them related to
academic in nature, there are few problems relatetbn-academic maters. The
academic problems are related to curricular probldack of resources, lack of

teaching learning aids, technological issues, fiséack board etc.

Educational Implications

The one career to which students are most oftposed is that of
teaching. Day in and day out, week after week, \adter year, they observe
teache